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VOL. XII. AIR CORBS NEWS NO. a 





Information Division | ms be error Dailéine 
Air Corps Bie ane ry: Stew Washington, D. C. 





The chief purnose of this publication is .to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Coros., National 
Guard, and others connected with aviation. : 

---000--- 


CAPTAIN GRAY'S LAST FLIGHT Y 


In his free balloon altitude flight of November 4, 1927, Captain 
Hawthorne ©. Gray, Army Air Corps, exactly duplicated the altitude record of 
42,470 feet wnich he estadlished six mouths prior to that time - May 4, 1927. 
Cantain Gray's record exceeded by 7,034 feet the former world's altitude 
recora for free balloon# ef 35,4338 feet, made by the German aeronauts Suring 
and Berson on June 30, 1YO1, and it bettered to the extent of 13,960 feet the 
American record for a free balloon ascension (28,510 feet) which he established 
in Maren, 1927. It also eclipsed by 3,996 feet the world's altitude record 
for airplanes (38,474 feet) established last July by Lieut. Carleton C. 
Champion, U.S. Navy. 


Cantain Gray's flight was not made with tite intention of breaking any 
records but for the purpose of studying atmospiieric conditions at high 
altitudes; to ascertain, if poss*ble, the effects of rarefied atmosphere on 
the human body, and what temperat tures would be CHeTUB TO TOG. Furthermore, he 
desired to semre data on the wind directions between the lower and higher 
stratas end on other upper air problems which could be guessed at by science 
and calculated from instzrxuents tied to small captive bal‘oons, but which 
would not prove as satisfactory as when actually encounte ed, experienced and 
recorded by a human »>eing. Uxfortunately, Captain Gray's last flight resulted 
in his death, and his personal exsperiences are lost to the world, except for 
the few notes which he made in his log while ascending. 


Followins the discovery of Ceptain Gray's iner‘’; body in his balloon in 
the mountains in the vicinity of Sparta, Tenn., a board of officers, experts, 
met and delved into all the facts incident t» the ascent of the balloon, the 
descent, and his ceath. The board consisted of Captain Harricon H. Fisher, 
Medical Corps, Fligni Surgeon at Scott Field, Belleville, I11.; Cantain John 
C. Bryan, and lst Licut. Elmer J. Bowling, Air Corps, all of Scott Field, 
Captain Gray's station, and from vhich he had made all of his ascents to 
maximum altitudes. 


After a careful examination of all the cvidence, ard weighing same against 
their own know.edge and evperiense, the Boars came *o the conclusion that 
Captain Gray, who bevan ris fligit at 2:33 r.:i1., November 4th, attained his 
Maximum altitade of 42,470 teet at 4:20 p.m.; valved his balloon to commence 
his descent at 4:21 p.m.; valved it egain at 4:28 p.m., while at an altitude 
of 39,000 feet, to increase his rate of descent, and died in the interval of 
time it took the balloon to reach the level of 29,000 feet.. This last conclu- 
sion the Board deduced from the foct that Captain: Gray's supply of oxygen -was 
exhausted at 4:33 p.m., since the exact amount of oxygen he carried with him 
on the flight was known, and the time he started to vse it was also known. 

The ratesat which he consumed his oxygen supply. wes very carefully calculated 
and tested before he started his trip skyward. 


In order to trace the flight from start to finish, there are many things 
to consider. First of all, Captain Gray had made scveral previous altitude 
flights. In March he established a new American free balloon altitude record. 
In May, when he ascended to a height which was never before attained by man, 
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ho would have been crodit?d with a world's rocord had it not b30n for tho 

fact thet h3, vary sansibly, valuod his lif? mor? than tho glanouar surround--.. 
ing &n outstanding coronsutical rocord. Whon h) valvod his balloon at tho 
pock of its climb, its downward journsy was so rapid thet Captsin Grsy, having 
east overboard sll avsilabl» ballast in a vain attompt to chock this hoad- 
long d»scent, found that it was suicidal to romain a passengor in tho balloon 
basket and, accordingly, et 9,000 faot ho jump3d with his parachute and 
roschod th) ground safj3ly. In doing so, h? forfr2itod his right to racoiva 
officiel cradit for ths rocord from the Fodoration Agronautiqua Intornationalo, 
the world's aeronautic governing body whose final approv:1 is necessary to 
confirm any record which is mede. The rule which deprived Captain Gray 

of his record prescribes thet the bslloonist must beiin his craft Brom the 
beginning of the flight until its return to esrth. 


Captain Grsy took meny things «long with him on his flight, all of then 
necesssry to his purpose. His flying squipment consisted of a seat pack 
parichute, és adoptec for use by Army Sviators; « fur-linad suit; fur-lined 
mocessins snd glovas; and « fur-lined helmet which covered his head, feca 
ana shoulders. His goggles wera ingeniously fitted with an electric heater 
t) werm them sand malt off tho frost which it was known would constantly 
form whon zard tempoaratura was receched. 


Extraordinary praceutions wore taken in connection with the oxygen 
apparatus cerriod on the flight. Without »ozygen a person cunnot livo in 
rarofied atmosphora. As ne cscencs ty highor altitudes the air bacomes 
incressingly rarotiiad ind tho oxygen in tho air corres condingly doecrasas, 
rondsring it difficult to broaths. Coincidont with tric docrofsa in the sunply 
of lifa-giving ».«ygon, & person's actions chang9s, insivirusly but novoartholsss 
sur3ly, until dszth rostlts. aA p3rson's lif: dap3nds not only on th3 
quantity of the oxygen ha broithss but also on tha prossur? of tho atmosnphosra. 
Herd anothor cifficulty Grisos, cond wd ary confrontad with ths quystion as 
to tho ebsoluta limit of altitude man msy go whor subjectod to a lossor 
degrs3 of ctmospheric prassur? then that to which ho is accustomed. Dr. LH. 
Beu2r, in vis book sntitioasd "sviation Medicins", says that somowhore batwoan 
40,000 anc 45,000 fast is undsubt4eedcly th? absolut? limit for men oven when 
suppli2zd with pur? oxyeun, for st 4 prossurg of etmosphoara below thst point 
tha oxygen prossur3 in thd luugs will be too low te sustain lifoe. 


£3 8 result of Captain Gray's past axp2rianc? end tho difficultias ho 
encountorid on previous flights, ovory procaution possible was taken t9 
provent accidont. Evary pisca 2f scuipmont was saloct-c, tastad and ro-tast- 
3d t>? insure against failur? ect & crucisl moment. Prior to tha flight 
numerous toasts werd conuusted on animals and insocts to detsurming tha point 
&t which lifa could not oxist dug to lack of ctm»sphoric prassur3. It wes 
founc that whon braathing rarofied @ir. animals bocema unconscisus at slti- 
tud3s batwien 25,000 ane 28,000 frst. Wan broathing pura oxygen ell 
animals tastod bocama unconscious with 9 vacuum of 26.4 inches of mercury, 
which corr2dsponds to an altituda of 49,000 faat, according to tho calcula- 
tions of tha Fodoration avronsutique Juternatizyusla. Whon the prassur3 was 
riised to 25.5 inchos ef mercury vacuum, or an altitudo of sbout 42,000 
feat, thoy regcined consciousnass. Thoy appsared tc ba normal on tho dascont 
up to 25 inchos, or 47,000 fuot. 


A rat was givon a toast flight that follow9c Ceptzin Gray's prossura 
curve 4s cldsily 4s possiblo. Tamerature was cisrogardoad and puro oxygen 
was fad int) th: b3ll jar until an altitude of 38,000 faet was roaached on 
the dascont. at this point ths oxygon was cut off ond air was fod into thao 
ball jar from thet altitude to ths ground. Tho rat bacame unconscious at 
ébout 37,000 f3aat and soon stopped broething antiraly. It was impossible to 
_roviva it by artificial rospiration with moro oxygun. 
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Low prsssura tosts wore c inductod with seworal animals, birds and insocts. 
All of thom pass3d out at varying sirmlatod altitudas, but rogainod conscious- 
noss With apparontly n> ill after offoects, whon tha atmosphoric pressure was 
rostored to normalcy. 


Tho woight of oquipmant carried on a fra2 balloon flight is a very impor- 
tant considsration, and in order to assur) himsslf of a fool proof oxygen 
supply and at tho sang tim? koep tha waight of his oquipmont down to a 
minimum, Captain Gaay took with him throe oxygon cylincors or tanks, 9ach 
having @ volumo of 200 cubic foot. Each tank was 23quipped with a regulator, 
and an orifices placad on tha low prossura sida ty furnish a back prossura so 
that for any given low pressure guuga roading tho flow of oxygen cruld be 
determinad. By axp2rimonts in 6 low pr3ssur9 chambar, ©n orifico of .027 
inch?s in Cciametor was found to giv3 a prossuro reading in pounds on tho low 
pressur) dial that would corraspond to thousands of fa9t in altituds. By 
cargful calculation it was found that when reaching. ths altitude of 30,000 
f39t anough »%xygen would bo fac him t? roach 40,000 fost, and above that a 
vory slight increas9, or t> a rosding of +32, would bo all that was nacossary. 


Ty dotarming how long his oxygen supply would last, Captain Gray caro- 
fully moasurad tha amount of air by volumo thst ho. broathod.and used this to 
compute his tima allowed for tho flight. aiothor ingonious arrangomont was 
horg brought into use= To tubos wero run from o9sch rogulator to a hoadaer 
and from thoro into a mixing and hasting cans This mixing can was us3d for 
tho purpds9 of blencing tha outer air with the oxygon so thet at various 
eltitudas tho propor amount of oxygou would unitoa with tho proper amount of 
Qutsid: air. Tho ir, of cnrs9, Would .bo cold.- vory cold - so a hoator was 
mado in orde~ to k7ep it st th? propor tempearsturs. Tho air and oxygon mixed 
in this can vas heatod t; & propor timo3ratura by a battory. at low altitudas, 
whore vory iittls oxygen was boing usac, & chock vélv> in this can lifted 
approcisbly, allowing a lergo quantity of air to. antor. At high altitudos, 
with a l.rga flow of oxygan anc a corrospondingly low pressura of outor air, 
thea chock ve..vo only lifted slightly, allowing practically pure oxygen to 
flow to his mask. 


In cas3 tho pilot shoulé faint, .tha chock valve would ba closed and thus 
pura oxygon would flow to tho mask and tord not only to ravive him but to save 
his lifa. -9%n his mesk, ovor his mouth, thoro was, of coursa, tho ond of tho 
tuba which was connected to tho mixing valvo. -_A littlo fluttor valvo' was 
placed there, protactiad by a folt guard, which provontod tho froezing of tho 
moistura from his braath, allowing tho flutter valve to stay open. 


Of considcorabl? interest in connoctiun with oxygen supply, tho most 
important from a lif2-giving standpoint of 211 ocquipment in high altitude 
flying, are tho peculiar vffacts low air prossurs or, in other words, high 
éltitudss oxart on tho humen body. Th2s9 affects may coma vory slowly and ° 
thon act witn incr3diblo suddenness. When ono is not oquippod with oxygen 
apparatus and ascends to low prossuros, the offoct is more rapid, as was 
demonstratad in tho free balloon flight of Gléishor and his assistant in tho 
yoar 1862. Glaishor first noticac that at about 26,000 foot ha could not 
read his instrumonts proporly. Shortly thoroaftor his logs bacama paralyzad 
and thon his arms, though ho could still mova his hoad. Thon his sight 
failod ontiroly and aftarwerds his hoaring, and ha bocama unconscious. His 
compsnion, finding that his arms wor. parclyzod, hit upon tho happy idoa of 


‘pulling tho ropa of tho valvo t> tha balloon with his toath, permitting ges 


to ascapo sand tha balloon to doscond.  Glaishor, in recovering consciousnass, 
was first sblo to hosr his compznion andthen to s30 him, cftyr which ho 
racovorad quickly. 
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Fully roslizing tho oxtraorcinary gx:rtion of will n2c»ssary to 
accomplish in rar:fi2c étmosphor2 tha most simple physical actions, Captain 
Grey providod his oxygen tanks with ovar-lsrga valv3s which r3quiroad vary 
littls forces ts» 2parats. Two of the three tahks, 411 of which were equipped 
with parechutas, were mounted sutside of the basket s) that they c wuld be 
raleased as bellast whan ampty. ‘Thea third oxygen tank was mounted insido 
the basket. 

Special care was exercisea in connection with the sand bags in the 
balloon which are used as bellasts These ara utilized to release’ weight in 
order thst the balloon mey ascend. Tha sand is releasec from time to time 
to prevent the rate of escent of the balloon from being too slow. Si.ould 
the ascent become too rapid, in which case there would be canger of the gas 
in the bélloon exnending too quickly thus tancing to rupture tho bag, tha 
amount of sand relaased is curtailed. Orcinsrily, this sand is carried in 
bags tiod to tho rim of tho baskyt, anc it is raleased by lifting the bag, 
Opening it, turning it upside down and pouring it out as required. Tho 
physical oxartion which this requirgas was mora than Cantain Gray boliaved 
h3 could cops with anc, therofora, ho tied ths bags to tho basket by their 
closed ends, leaving the onen ends pointing downward, folded up and safe- 
tied with pins running through holding eyslets. «a cord and ring were 
attached to these pins, so th:t by lifting his srm and grasping tha cord 
he could pull the pins from the ayelets and cause the ends to fly down, 
opening tho bag and pormitting the send to escape. 

On his previous flight, the epnondix rop? in Ceptain Gray's baskat was 
tsngled or tisd to the concentration ring. This mesnt that whon ho found 
himself dropping too fest on tha descent the only way, ne could check tho 
balloon was to wall tha appendix rope and us9 tho balivgon itself 4s 4 
parechut> when it ripnad ope. Th balloon, however, failad to function in 
tha mannar expactead, end. he was forced to jump with his parachute. To 
provont a rocurroncs of such a situation, tho appendix rope was ramovad 
and a rope wis run from th appendix ring ovar a pulley which was mounted 
on tho valv2 and down to the basket. Ila case of failurg of the belloon to 
porechut3, it could ba mada to co so by pulling tho spp2ndix up to tho 
valv3 by mouns of © windlass which was (ssignoc to hav>3 a mechanical advan- 
taza of threo to one snc whisn was mountoc in th? basr3t, so that vary 
littl? strangth would bo r3quirad to valvo th? balloor eftor reaching its 
c3iling. 

Recording instrumsnts, consisting of ono J.P.Fries thormogrénh ena two 
J.P.Friez cual travorse berographs, sealed, with their lavors wired on the 
"on" position, war> teken along for tha purposes of making correct records 

of tamporatura end altituce. Privr to tha installotic of thasa instruments 
thoy wor3 taken to a jowoslor; and 411 011 snd greass carofully ramovod, 
leaving tha perts 411 cry and claan to, prcvont crror ro stoppago dua to 
fr3ezing or congoctling sf grease at ths 3xtromoly low tomporsturds. 

4 Clock was taken alonz, but it hac not been cleaned of oil prior to 
the flight and it stopped at 3:17 perm, cue, no coubt, to the congesling of 
the oil. ™:@ balloon at thet time had resched an altitude of 30,000 feet, 
the tempsreture registering 35 deg. below zero Fahrenheit. «an aitimeter, 
thermometer anc a radio receiving set with headphones, trailing antenna 
and batterias completec the equipmont. 

“#11 in all, it was a carefully designed sat of squipmant, everything 
calculated to prevent unnecessary exertion of a kind which, under low 
pressure conditions, was thought to make tov great damands on tho strength 
of. the azronzut. Evary cifficulty experienced on pravious flights was 
taken into considgration anc ram:dial messures instituted to prevent thair 
racurroncs, in order to afford tha aer onaut every opnortunity possible to 
Obsorve and recore waather conditions, wind and tomporeturd conditions and, 
in acdition, radi. reception conditions in rarafiad atmosphor>. 

Ths start was medo at 2:25 pem., with airplanos acting ss oscort during 
tha first portion of the ascant. Th) occupants of tno planos wore able to 
ko9p tha balloon in view until cbout 3:10 p.m., whon it disappsarod beyond 
@ heavy cloud formation, snd Captain Gray disapp2arad, not to be heard of 
until his balloon wes found somo nin» mil3s from Sparta, Tonn., with his 
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lifjlass body insido tha baskat.-Jis instruments were intact, his body 
evidenced n> signs of violence, hs mask was still on “nd his oxygen velves 
open - but n> oxygen left. How, shen, cin we know of the flight, what 
transpired, and what Contain Gray’s feelings were? We can only surmise sme 
by looking at his log, refding the lines themselves and between the lines, 
looking =t tha curvas which his faithful barograph and thermograph continued 
t> trace on their shoats and, using common sense, logicslly figure the 
result. — 

Looking at his log and the barogranh curves together, wo first find 
that his rate of sscent was much slower than it hod been on his former two 
flights. In Match he had attainad his maximwna altitude of 28,510 foet 
within 45 minutes. In May,: this. altitude msrk was roach9d in lass than 40 
minutes. On his last flight an hour passac before ho attained this lovel. 
Captsin Gray's altitude roacord of 42,470 fret in May was attained in an 
hour anc five minut3s, wherecs in this last flight his ascent was so slow 
that it took him almost two hours to reach that hoight. On his last 
attompt, howovar, ho was aquippod with instrumonts with which t) make his 
observations, anc it is highly probabl3 thet ha sleckaned his rata of sscont 
in order to csrofully racord the conditions ha oncountozred. Thon, again, 

it took timo to tun> his redid; his log book took timg, not to montion his 
athar manifold dutiss. at 12,000 fat ho says: "“KSD Symptoms of Ricketts." 
He was listoning to Station KSD broadcasting and the low prassure was 
effecting him. He started his oxygen apparatus to work fur him at low 
pressure. at 15,000 feat, 2:50 p.m, his goggles started to fog, so his 
entry "4V" means that he turned his batteries, supplying heat to his »xygen 
tank anc his goggles, from 2 volts to. 4 volts. Next we see that at 
19,000 feet, 3:05 p.m., the thermometer shows zero. The radio is still 
going énd he is listening to a saxophonoa playing Traumsri. The balloon is 
still rising, Captain Grey is still spilling sand from the bags, tuning 

the radi» set and recding his instruments. Everything appears to be func- 
tioning perfectly. The ascent is even and sure, neither too fast nor too 
slow. The next entry, recorded at 3:10 p.m., £3,000 feet up, conveys the 
information thet it is snowing, temperature eight degrees below zero, 
listaning this time to KOK playing "Thinking of You." Another station 

and another thousand feet up, still snowing at 3:13. “.L.7., Cincinnati, 
playing "Just another Day Wasted away" at 3:15. Just a few minutes later 
and tha balloon is still highar anc it is still colder, the thermometer 
rogistering 25 cagress below. And then, at 3:17, along with the antrias 
about listaning to WLS, Chicago, and tha Pied Pipgyr, 30,000 facet up, 
tampsratura 35 deg. below zaro, comos an 3ntry that, in its innocoenca, 
still may hava baen tho ontry of an occurrences that ultimatoly causod his 
Gsath - "clock frozan". Ha now had nothing to dotarmino tho passaga of 
tima, nothing to t31l him how much longor the lifs-giving oxygon would last, 
how much longor hs could r:s9 and how much longer would tho oxygen last to 
allow him to raturn clos? %dnough to mothor garth to p2rmit him to breathe 
Without r3lying on artificial air out of a bottls. From now on no time is 
montionad, but th> barograph, in its littls box, unseon by th? aviator, 
continugs to t21ll tho story of the tims of day and the hoight ho reached, 
anc tha clocking tharmograph continuys to log the tamp2raturo. Tho balloon 
continus ‘on its upward journoy, and at 34,000 fort his first oxygon tank 
was gona. ‘V3 know this by tha laconic messag? in his log - "Cyl. off broko 
antenna, no mor? music." Two of tho oxygon cylinders, as b3for3 stetac, 
wor? tiod to tha outsids of tho baskat. When tha oxygon w:s gom, 211 that we 
was roquirad was to opon tho cock on tho next cylindor, closs th? cock in 
thea junction box of tha tube from tho 2mpty cylinder and cut the hoso 
connections. Thon, cutting the lashings, tho cylindor would parachuta 

to .arth, tho belloon in baing rali3ved of this woight attaining that much 
mor? lifting powar. It is avident that tho cylindar aftar boing cut loosoa 
bacame tanglod on its dascant with tho trailing antonna and broko it off, 


hones tho ontry "no mora music." 
a 


re o- a 


ae nk “V-5759, A.C. 











Captain Gray's noxt ontry "-40 ddgroas, too mach heat, 2 V, 36999, - 32 
degre3s, getting warmor" naeds some explanation tc ths aninitiatads Sonsatime 
before ha had couplod on four volts of his battary to hoat his goggles and 
the air intake. «as he arose higher the conductivity of the air was less, so 
the heat wos too great, and he was forced to turn back to two volts. 

The next entry is in an uncertein hand. His writing is not so firm or 
cle@r since passing the 29,000 feet merk as it was at the start. This is not 
to be wondered at with the tempersture near the bottom of the tube. The 
entry shows quite clearly the offect of the low atmosrheric pressure on his 
mental faculties, viz: "Hair (Air ???) pulling out belly Vacuum in mouth, 
39000 feat, -28 degreas." It also shows that the tamparature is rising. 
Captain Gray has entered the "Stratosphere", where the temperature hés been 
calculated to remain almost stationery and, in fact, to rise slightly from 
that of the air balow. 

Now comes tha last entry - "Sky ordinary deep blue, sun very bright 
sanc all gone 4003." This was at about the time his sacond cylinder of 
oxygen became empty and his third cylinder was started. Ha had roached what 
was approximately the top and had intended remaining there for a@ time to mako 
Observations before cutting away his roserve ballast - the framework support- 
ing the sand bags - to o»tain the finel lift. Realizing, however, that his 
oxygen supply would last for about an hour and a half, ho probably figurad 
the time was too short. <At any rata, ho did not cut away. gither the frame- 
work or the cthor tank. 

Whilo the above entry was tha last on3:in his own hendwri tine, tho 
barograph, ona at least, still carriod on.: We ‘will gxaming the curvo it made. 
Tha balloon wes now performing as ona usually Goas when no more ballast is 
dropped - "oscillating" or pumning un and down. At point G, about 4:00 pPem., 
the balloon attained the top of its first. oscillation, «2,220 foat. st 
point H, throg or four minutes later, it. rsachdd tho valley of tho first 
oscillation - 42,100 faat: - Fivo or six minutos leter it asconded again to 
42,220 faet at.point Is At this juncturo the.bdttory was dropped for ballast. 
Had it been releas:d beford this timo it is natural to assume that this fact 
would hava been: recorded in tha log. - Further ovidence to substantiate tho 
above assump*ion liss in tho? fact that the: balloon, relieved of the:weight 
of ns battory,- ascendsd 250 foot highory, Furthsrmoro, the battory was found 
at a spot eng oximately below the compu tad: location of‘ the balloon at this 
moment. ‘Tre peak of 42,470 fost was roach3d within a fuw moments, and it is 
marked as point J on tha: graph. ss 

It is practically certain that Captain Gray was still aliva, because 
immsdiataly after reaching his maximum altitude and just as tho balleen 
startsd dewn to begin anothar oscillation it was valvod. ‘oa know that it was 
valvod for tho reason that it did not agnin oscillate but started on a steady, 
evan doseeant. This descent continued slowly - io slciviy, in fact, for the 
curve reamined gven until point L was reachsd, 52,000 fost at 4:28 p.m. 

Thore it abruptly changed agein to a more rapid rata. The acceleration of the 
dascent could not hava b3en accomplished through othar than human agency, and 
it is cdearly aoparent that Captain Gray again valvod tha balloon and, having 
Gong so, it was also apparent that he must havo been élive and conscious and 

possassod of sufficient strength to pull thos winclass to pormit mora gas to 
scapo from th? bag. 

But the time was getting short. Not much oxygen was left, and after 
reaching point M, at 4:38 pem., he was out of oxygen. This is a reasonable 
supposition because Captain Gray had so carefully made his various calcula- 
tions and tests end because, when he wes found, 2ll the instruments were just 
as they should have been sna would have been had the trip been just 4 little 
shorter, some fifteen minutes or lass. Tne barograph curve now becomes smooth 
and even, Cantain Gray is unconscious, and at 5:20 pem., it came to rest in a 
trea, with a valiant man, another one who gave his life to the cause of 
science, still in his baskst with his precious sealed instruments besides him. 

Thers is one thought - if the clock had only not stoppad:! 

Immediately upon learning the location of the balloon, officials from 
Scott Field wont to tha scene and found the instruments intact, disclosing no 
evidence of boing tampered with. The barographs and thormograph were taken 
t> tho Buraau of Standards, Washington, D.C., whore thoy ware opaned and 
vorifiod. 
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Acronautique Internationale formla of 19290 to be equivalent to 12,944 meters, 
or to 42,470 fect. 

The gucstion as to whether or not the Federation Aeronautique Internation 
ale will finally credit Captain Gray with a world's record flight is still un- 
decided. The National Aeronautic Association does so credit him, but on Jan- 
uary Sth, at the Congress held in Paris, it was not officially recognized by 
the world's aeronautical governing body because Captain Gray died previously 
to landing and "was not in personal possession of his instruments." The 
National Aeronautic Association, through its President, Mr. Porter Adams, has 
filed a protest against this decision, but to date a reply thometo has not been 
made. 

So valiant an attempt, however, will always be remembered, and Captain 
Gray is the only human being who has attained "the highest point up." 

---000--- 


PROSPECTIVE OFFICERS FOR THE AIR CORPS 


Upon the recommendation of the Commanding General of the Air Corps 
Training Center, Duncan Field, Texas, The Adjutant General of the Army has 
been requested to authorize the retention unon graduation on February 4th from 
the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, Texas, 19 of the 26 Flying Cadets, 
in order that they may take the examination on February 27th for appointment 
as end Lieutenants in the Regular Army. 

The Cadets recommended for retention are Clifford Abbott, Julius Barr, 
Frank Corson, Lilburn Fator, Lewis M. Gravis, Jordan F. Haney, Robert P. 
Hopkins, Harold J. Hough, Norman H. Ives, Wm. C. Kingsbury, Alexis Klotz, Royal 
Leonard, Arthur C. Lybarger, Edward L. Meadow, Clarence T. Mower, Elwell A. 
Sanborn, Herbert C. Sherman, Gerald M. Smead and Edgar R. Todd. 

---000--- 


AN ACTIVE RESERVE ORGANIZATION 


The Air Corps Reserve Officers! Association of Chicago, Ill., holds its 
monthly meeting the first Monday might in each month. This meeting has an 
average atteudance of practicaily 75 officers. After the dinner and entertain- 
ment there is a business meeting at which traininz, organization, etc., are 
discussed. This is one of the most active Chapters in the United States, and 
many of its members are prominent Chicago citizens. 

~--000--- 


PROPOSED MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AT JACKSON, MICHIGAN 


The Michigan Air Corps Reserve officers are taking an active interest in 
establishing and develoning a Municipal Airport at Zackson, Michigan. Their 
interest in developing e2ronautics in the Stete of Michigan has been heartily 
indorsed by the Commandiag General of the Sixth Corps Area, and he has direct- 
ed the Commanding Officer of Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., to cooperate 
in every way possible in the establishment of this Airport, 

---000--- 
A LIFT HANDED COMPLIMENT FOR THE ARMY PARACHUTE 


Immediately below an iter in a recent issue of the San Antonio EXPRESS de- 
scribing a new tyoe of military parachute which was tested at Kelly Field, ar- 
neared a four-line advertisement of a firm of San Antonio undertakers announc- 
ing the seating capacity of their new chapel and the acdition of a private room 
for the family. Whether the advertisement in question was inserted at this 
particular place by accident or design is a matter of conjecture. Perhaps the 
"Make-up man" on the EX°RESS has his dounts concerning the life-saving vropen- 
sities of the parachute and took this mears of conveying his opinion. If so, he 
is advised to read up on the "Caterpillar Club". 

Going back to the parachute, it may be addec that it was designed by 
the Materiel Division of the Air Corps at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, to permit 
greater freedom of action for observers. Two of these new chutes were sent to 
Kelly Fiéld and tested with dumy weights under the ‘direction of Lieut. W.T. 
Meyer, Air Corps. Designated as the "quick attachable", the new apparatus for 
saving the lives of aviators in an emergency during flight is similar in 
appearance to the conventional type of lay, seat and back-carried parachutes. 
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AN ERRAND OF MERCY FROM MANILA, P.I. TO BOSOLOD, OCCTDENTAL NEGROS 
Notes made by Captain R.E. Elvins,M.C., Flight $Stirgeon. 


_. Late on the evening of November 9, 1927, the owner of a large suger 
central near Eocolod, Island of Negros, P.I., called at my quarters at Camp 
Nichols, Rizal, P.I. He informed me that the field superintendent of his 
sugar central had been boloed in the left forearm, on November lst, and that 
he had just received a wire stating that gas bacillus infection had resultec, 
and requesting serum with the least possible delay as the man's condition was 
critical. He then asked me if it would be possible for an airplane to be sen* 
from Camp Nichols to deliver the serum. I referred him to the Commanding 
Officer, who obtained authority from Headauarters Philinnine Department for 
the flight, and I was ordered to accommany them and render medical aid to the 
sick man. The following notes were made on the trip: 

10:00 A.M., November 10, took off from Camp Nichols in a Loening Amphi- 
bian plane, with Lieut. Watkins, A.C., as pilot. We proceeded to Kindley 
Field, Corregidor, where we were to meet our accommanying ship, carrying 
Captain D.b. Howard, A.C., and Lieut. J.D. Corkille, A.C., pilot, it being 
customary to send two shins, in order that one might return for aid if either 
went down. We land at Corregidor and are informed that another ship has been 
gassed up for us, and we are to teke it. 

10:30 A.M. Left hangar. Lieut. Watkins says the ship is heavily.loaded 
vith gasoline and emergency cauinment, and that we may have trouble getting 
off. The big Loening is taxicd to the runway and let down into the water, 
with men holding on to rones to prevent too rapid descent. We taxi out about 
a mile and I am liberally svrayed with saltwater, then he gives her the gun, 
we gein speed, I get another uucking as the ship dips backward and forward, 
the hull slaps the water a few times, and we are off. We cruise around at 
800 to 1,000 feet, watching Lt. Corkille in the accommanying ship. He seems 
to be having trouble, and is returning to the hangar. This is a wonderful 
view of the rock (Corregidor). The island is shaped like a huge tadpole,and 
tne blue water, green foliage, red roofed quarters, and all the installations 
at Too Side, Middle Side, and Bottom Side show up clearly. Thru a haze, 
across Manila Bay, I can see Manila, and to the left Merivales mountain. 

11:05 A.M., we spiral down and land on the water. Lieut. Corkille's motor 
has quit, due to saltwater entering the distributor. He dries it out, and we 
make a new start at 11:51, accompanied by the usual liberal spraying with 
weltwater. We head south, with Lieut. Corkille in the lead, the air is slight- 
ly bumpy as we head over the bey, near the concrete battleship, and in the 
direction of the coast of Batangas. Altitude 500 feet. 

11:40 A.M. OQur air speed is 85 miles per hour, as we fly along the coast 
of Batangas. We are flying lower nov, about 250 feet. This coast is very 
ruggei and rocky. Lt. Corkille is skimming over tree tops ahead and to our 
left. We hit some rather large bumos, which are recognized by the pilot by a 
broad grin. 

11:53 A.M., we start over the Verde Island passage, across Verde Island, 
and toward the east coast of Mindoro. 12:17 P.74., pass Verde Island, can see 
several small. islands ahead, and Mindoro on our right. 12:22 P.M. still over 
water, pass a small steamer en our left. 

12:25. We are now makinh one hundred miles an hour and more, and are 
flying just over the surface of the water. The altimeter registers zero. This 
is great, and surely some skillful piloting. Corkille is just ahead and on ou 
our left, Mindoro on our right. 12:35, we are still beating it, 105 miles rer 
hour. See a whale on our left. These ships look like a counle of fat ducks 
skimming over the water. I have never enjoyed flying so mich. Being so close 
to the water gives one a sensation of great speed, tho one hundred miles rer 
hour can hardly be called slow. 

12:45, we pass Point Dumali on our right and head for a small island crf 

‘the coast of Mindoro. From the map I believe this island to be Maestro de2 
Campo. <As I haven't had chow since 6:15 this morning, I am hungry, and witl 
look around for some food. Open a vackage of sandwiches, and pass one up 40 
Lieut. Watkins, who nods approval. After two sandwiches of corned beef, a 
chocolate bar and some water, I feel mich refreshed, and am sure Lt. Watkins 
does. 1:10, we turn south around the island of Maestro del Campo. I feel 
Sleepy, and would like to have my siesta, but there is too mich to soe, and 
I doubt if I could sleep at this sneed. 
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1:15, we hit the coast again and start up over grass covered hills, nipa 
shacks, cocoanut and banana trees. Lieut. Watkins jazzed his motor, and many 
goats, caribou and horses ran wildly about. This is the island of Tablas. 1:20, 
turn south, 15 degrees east, along coast at 1000 feet altitude, crossing a small 
half moon bay which is very blue and pretty. | . 

1:27, we are heading out over the open sea again. Some more low, fast fly- 
ing. .1:45 land again on our okt, the island of Panay. This island is rather 
flat here at the northern end, as we head southeast along the coast. The land is 
well cultivated, and there is a winding stream here.: Two small villages along 
the coast, and then a larger one. Tampulan, I believe, with the usual square, 
church and cemetery. A good road connects there towns, and there are many rice 
fields. 

1:58, the terrain is becoming rougher, and we go uv to 1500 feet, over low 
mountains. This country is surely rough, and the only signs of human habita- 
tion are the occasional nipa shacks in the hills and trails leading from them. 
Hope the motor does not quit now, as we could never get down without cracking 
up, and the only thing to do would be to take to the narachute. After you land- 
ed it would be a long hard valk out of here to the coast. 2:05, over a small 
village, surrounded by a few cee paddies. 6:15, passed over a railroad. The 
country is flatter now. 2:17, a town on the right. We go over a low ridge,and 
then the blue sea appears again. 

2:24, leaving land, and out over the sea again. There is an Island ahead, 
which must be Negros. 2:55, over a town, dock, and sugar central. The natives 
are rushing into the square and streets, and seem quite excited at seeing us. 
There is a crowd on tne beach. We land in the bay at 2:40, and taxi up to the 
beach. As we alight, the natives swarm around the ship, and among the jabber, 
the word AERO-PLANO is heard on all sides. One of the natives asked me in 
English if we arrived from the States. I assured him that we came from Manila, 
and he seemed equally surprised that it had only taken a little over three hours 
for the trip. 

A car was there to mcet me, so I went immediately to the local hospital. 
This I found quite modern, and presided over by a seeder medico of the Philinpine 
Health Service. The hosyital was of one huadred tHpacity, and admitted both 
private and frée patients. All kinds of cases are taken care of, and the cases 
of malaria, intestinal parasites, confinements and general surgery furnishing 
the greatest number. The doctor has three assistants, and the nurses are grad- 
yates of the Philiopine General Hospital in Manila. 

The patient I found to be 2 young Syaniard, twenty-six years of age. He 
had been cut on the left forearm with a bolo, on November lst, and the wound 
had been sewed uv tightly, without drainage on the same day, by the doctor at 
the sugar central. Two days later he vas admitted to the hospital with a 
typical case of bacillus Welchii infection. The arm was enormously swollen, 
and in a few days gangrene had developed. Incisious had been made on the inner 
and outer asvects of the arm, and tho there was drainage, the patient.was surely 
very toxic, his pulse weax and rapid, temperature *01, and the general picture 

of sepsis. Inquiry shoved that he had obtained ve-y little rest, which was I 
believe largely due to the presence of too muny meddling relatives, who were al- 
loved to go and come as they chose, day or night. As he did not anpear in shape 
for any onerative interference, I excluded all vis Acted gave him 1/4 grein of 
morphine, and as the cultures from the wound shored chains of streptococci, gave 
him fifty c.c. of antistreptococcic serum, polyvalent, which I had brought from 
Manila. . 

As the patient was soon sleeping, I left the hospital, and was taken for a 
drive around the torm (Bocolod). It appears very modern for a Philipzine town, 
having. many modern buildings and fairly clean streets. I was taken out to the 
golf course, where we found Lt. Corkille and Cantain Howard jusi finishing nine 
holes of golf, just as it was getting dark. We had a pleasant half hour talk- 
ing with several Americans, and then returned to the hotel for dinner. .ifter 
dinner, I returned to the hospitel for another consultation and then turned in 
at midnight. 

At six A.M., a car called for me, and I went out to one of the nearby sugar 
centrals to see an American sick with dengue fever. As there are no American 
doctors here, whenever one arrives he is taken to see all cases possible. After 
this I returned to the hospital, to find our patieut rested after a good night's 
sleep, and consuming a hearty breakfast. Under lisht ether anesthesia, I opened 
up all pus pockets around the shoulder, and installed Dakin tubes, and left in- 
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structions for further treatment. The arm wil have-to be ammtated at a later 
date, but I co not believe he will be in shape for it for a month or more. 

Attec a tinal consultation, and leaving rritten instructions, I returned to the 
beach to find Lts. Corkille and Watkins busily engaged in gassing up the ships. 

The usual large crowd is on hand, and there is much fuss adout taking pic- 
tures, loeding mail, etc., prior to our departure. Everyone was surely cordial, 
and did ever; thing to make our short stay pleasant. The local Captain of Con- 
stabulary gave me an old gun, which had been made out of a piece of a water 
pipe, and also a dagzer in a deer hide sheath. I prize these souvenirs very 
highly. 10:37, we are off, ¢ircle around the town (Bocolod) and wave good-bye 
to the crowd, after which we head for Iloilo where we mst stop for gas. 

11:00, we circle over the town of Iloilo. It apnears like quite a city. We 
land and taxi up to the beach’, amid the usual crowd of wondering natives. An 
enthusiastic group is there to meet us, among them the British Consul, several 
American business men, and the local Chief of Constabulary. They take us to the 
Iloilo Club, where we have a nice chat. They seem to think it quite a coinci- 
dence that just as they were facing vest, for two minutes in observance of 
Armistice Day, two U.S. Army seaplanes should land at their shores. Iuncheon is 
served at the home of a prominent American, when we are again shown about the 
city. The day passed oguickly, and at night we are all ready to turn in, antici- 
pating an early take-off for Manila in the morning. 

The morning finds us with many things to do, and it is nearly eleven be- 
fore we get in the planes and prepare to start. At exactly eleven, we hit the 
water and take off. We cruised around for an hour, waiting for the other ship 
to take off, but as it is having motor trouble we land again. We are just 
sitting down to lunch, when ve hear the roar of the motor, and the other ship 
is off, waving us to come on. We run to the shiv, and take off at exactly 2:35 
P.M. Our course is due north, over the Island of Panay. The other ship is close 
behind us. At 35:30 we are over the sea again. I place the stick in the rear 
cockpit and keep the ship on her course, while Lieut. Watkins consults the map. 
I suess he found what he wanted, as he pointed her nose down, and we hit it up 
to 120 miles per hour until we are just over the water, when we again fly low 
at about 105 miles per hour. 

6:35 I am not a trained mechanic, but it does not take one to tell that the 
motor is not hitting right. Now she cuts out entircly, but aftera few seconds 
starts asain. I am sure glad we are over the sea again, tho it looks about 20 
miles to land, and if we went down the wind would blow us right out to sea. 3:40 
we arc still beating it, and Lieut. Watkins cut his motor for Corkille to catch 
up, and then stevped on it. I got a thrill, as I thousht we were going into the 
sea. 3:43 still going strong, the waves are hicher here, and there is land 
ahead. 6:50 climbing un agnin over Tablas Island, over some pretty rough 
country, up to 1,000 fect and over the ton. 

4:00, over the sea acain, our motor is missing badly, and we go down to 
within about five feet of the water, and skim along just missin the waves. I 
Cau smell smoke, and mate sure I have located the fire extinsuisher. Lt.Vatkins 
is surely busy, but seems to -eep her going. He is also twisting around in his 
seat trying to locate the fir:. 

4:10, we head directly for a small island. There is still considerable 
smoke, but no flames yet. I believe he is goin; to land on that island. 4:30, 
we land in the water and taxi up to the shore, only to find larse rocks keep us 
from landing. 4:45, we are drifting around the island. The motor starts again, 
and we try to take off, but cannot make it. Corlille is cruising around over- 
head, I supnose wondering what is the trouble. Lieut. Watkins says we will 
have to stay here for repairs, so we start for a small inlet. 

5:00 P.M., around a bend we come to a small group of nipa shacks. There 
are several natives on the shore, and I recognize a policeman in the group. They 
must be friendly, so I guess we won't jot boloed. However, I am glad we 
broucht the automatic  istol and ammnition. One of the native policemen comes 
out in a banca, and while we are anchoring the plane he tells me this is 
Concepcion, on the Island of Maestro del Cammo. Lieut. Corkille is down and 
anchoring a short distance from us. 

It will soon be dark, so I go ashore and start nerotiations for a place to 
Sleep and some food. “Ye have some snipe that were given to us in Iloilo, and 
I arrange to have these vooked. ‘“e are all hungry, and running low on drinking 
water. The logal school teacher sveaks English, and he fixes us up in the 
school house, which is the only modern building: in town. 
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This village is quite in iteresting. There are about 600 native inhabitants, 
and they are organized into w city covernment, with a Presidente, Treasurer, 
Justice of the Peace, school teacher and two policemen. The teacher tells me 
that they are an industrious, peaceful and thrifty people. ‘The others are-asiure, 
now, and we spend the next hour looking around the village, and hearing that 
there are to be some folk dances tonight, we ¢o to see them. The native boys and 
girls take part in these, ta the tune of a violin and two guitars. It seems a 
very serious business, and there is much shuffling of feet and waving of arms. 
The conductor is an old man, and he watches them very closely. I saw them dance 
for over an hour, without any sign of fatiguc or lack of interest. They are prac. 
ticing for their annual Fiesta, which is staged every year, beginning Dec. 8. 

We return:to the school house about nine o'clock, and find the snipe have 
peen very well prepared, and we eat them along with hard bread and water. I for- 
tuxately had some tubes of iodine, so was able to protect us against infected 
water supply, tho some of the men made quite a face when drinking the iodized 
water. We surely enjoyed that meal, even tho we were watched by about 50 natives, 
who perched themselves on'the desks of the school and watched us. They surely 
didn't miss a thing, and seemed to get a great kick out of our cating. 

; After cinner, we went to see that the ships were alright, and then started 
arranging our teds. As there was nothing but the hard:-floor, and we had nothing 
but mosquito nets with us, we used these for pillows and lay down. Everyone was 
sure they could not sleep on the hard floor, but in about five mimites all were 
sleeping soundly. 

We were up at daylight, -— the two pilots started at once working on the 
ships. They found the generator broken off, -so we hardly thought we would make a 
getaway today. While they were ~orkinz, I found some coffee, and called them in 
for breakfast, consisting of coffee, hard bread and veal loaf from our emergency 
rations. It surely tasted food, and made the world look brighter. 

After breakfast, we started cur account with the natives, took a few pic- 
tures, and started working on the ships a-ain. Just as wo were shoving off, the 
natives came down with a monkey 9n a string nich they rished to present to us. 
We apnoreciated the honor, ut felt that inasmuch as out future progress was un- 
certain, we could not be bothered. We agreed that if either plane was. able to 
take off, it should head for Menila for help. 

Licut. Watkins triec to start our motor, and “to our rurprise it started, and 
I heaved up the anchor. We tuined into the wind, and the motor sputtered and 
died. I drop the anchor again, just in time to prevent oir drifting on some 
sharp rocks. We now tried cranking by hand, and that surely is hard work. I 
never worked so hard in my life. You stand on the edge of the wing and crank. If 
you slip, you take a header into the sea, unless you hit the propeller first, in 
which case it makes no difference whether you ¢o into the sea or not. No luck, 
so it looks lile we are here for another day. As boats call here about once a 
year, it may be sometime before we are picked up. 

10:15, Lieut. Corkillie is off, and waves to us as he heads north for Manila. 
Lieut. Watkins is vorlting on the motor. The water is very clear here, and you 
ean see siany fish swimming ceround over the lisht sand. Wish I had a line and 
some bait, as it would hel»y some if one could ‘fish, as long as we have to park 
here. We are both wet to our knees with sea water, and also covered with grease 

and dirt. The sun is getting pretty hot, ard ever that iodized water tastes good. 

As I lie here in the sun, my thoughts turn to shat a vonderful onortunity 
this little island offers for someone to demonstrate what .scientific medicine can 

do, and also do a great humanitarian act. There are about three thousand natives 
on the island, about 600 of whom live in the village. .They have no medical or 
dental care whatever, excent once a year an officer from the Philinnine Health 
Service visits the Island for a few days, and as the school teacher put it, "Last 
year he failed to come." Isolated as it is, there is not much chance of disease 
being brought here, and with only one boat a year, the matter of quarantine is 
simple. The people are intelligent cough to want to cooperate, and I believe a 
great deal could be done for them. I noticed quite a mumoer of vaccination 
scars, but do not supnose all have been protected against smallpox. The principal 


cause of disability seems to be common diarrhea, caused from drinking water from 
the well in the center of the “arrio. . 
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There are nracvically no mosqui;oes on the i: land, and so no” mosquito~born 
digcases. The natives look mich better nourished than those around Manila and ~ 
CEntTAL suiZ oi. 

I sit here and try to visualize what could be done for these people. Modern 
water and sewage systems could te built, sanitation and hyziene taught, shoes be 
put on their feet, and prevent the hoolvorm Waich is very common, set up a modern 
hospital, anc give them medical, surgical and dental treatment. A maternity 
would help cut down tne infart rortality, which is very hish. Increase their 
opportunities for schooling, interest them in athletic sports, and cive then a 
balanced diet. They are willing and-anxious to learn, and are industrious, con- 
sidering their environment and physical conaition. They are peaceful and 
thrifty, and surely deserve to progress. Isolated as they are, there could be 
no intermingling; with other tribes, and they could be examined and treated as a 
unit. What an opnortunity for some medical man and some money. Here is a 
veritable laboratory, set by itself on a tropical island, and with three 
t-ousand humans to work on. 

I'mast discontime my pipe dream. Lieut. Watkins has cleaned all the 
snark nlugs on our Liverty motor, ani is now cleaning the gas lines. We are 
going to try it asein.. I agree that if she starts, I will heave the anchor, and 
we Will be off. There is a whirr, and she coes. I heave the anchor, and amid 
a liberal’ soraying from the. exheust stacls, and the sea,. I manage to get it into 
the little trick coroartment directly behind the motor. By this time we are 
taxiing out to sea, ana I an flad to climb.into the rear cocknit, as we take off 
et 12:30. 

12:45, off the coast of Mindoro. We scan the sky for any ships that might 
be out looking forus. 1:02, leaving Mindoro. 1:15, over Verde Island. Our 
motor is hitting good. 1:30: over Eatanzas Bay. We are now on our reserve, 
which means only..20 gallons morc sas. I can see Corregidor ahead and hone we 
make it. : o- : 

2:05, we land at Kindley Field, Corregidor. Surely seems good to be back, 
after four days. <A plane is soon ready to take me to Camp Nichols, and I 

arrive there at 4:00 P.M.. Lieut. Corlille arrived at 2:00. ‘The whole post has 
beon locking for us since Friday night. They had the floodlights on the landing 
field last night, so’ we could land if we came in after dark. <A shower and clean 
clothes surely is welcome. 

The renresentatives of the Snanish colony in Manila gave us a very sumptu- 
ous banquet on Tuesday nirht, and they were surely grateful. The Snanish 
Consul and other prominent Snaniards made sneeches of gratitude, ex oressing and 
emphasizing the lasting friendship and good will existing between the American 
and Soanish yveonle. 

Noveriber 21, 1927. I.had a radio today saying that the patient at Bocolod 
is out of danzer, and rapidly recovering. This is good news, and we feel amply 
reyjaid. 


en 
THE ENDURANCE IZIGHT OF CHAMBERLIN AMD VILLIAMS 


Clarence D. Chamberlin ead Roger Q. Williams landed at Mitchel Field at 
2:04 p.m. January 14th, after having circled the field for 51 hours and 52 
mimates in a Bellanca monoplane christened A.R. MARTINE, after the snonsor of 
flirht and owner of the plane. 

While they had actually flown longer than any flight in America, the 
American’ record which Chamberlin and Acosta established at Mitchel Field in- 
another Bellanca mononlane last April still stands by reason of the ruling of 
the National Aeronautic Association that duration records mst be beaten by 
at least one hour to be considered an official record. When their gas tanks 
finally ran dry they were within a half hour of equaling the Vorld's record of 
52 hours and 23 minutes, and an hour and a half of estadlishing a new 
World's record. 

At the request of Mr. Martine, flight headquarters were established at 
the Post Operations Office, and members of the personnel remained continously 
on duty. The recently installed boundary lights burned between dusk and dawn, 
and a man stood by the switch operating the flood lights in the event the 
pilots should attemmt a night landing. A groun of newspaper correspondents 
and photograshers remained in or in front of the Operations Office and at in- 
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tervals the vilots would drop notes reporting their progress. 
Chamberlin and Williams suffered many hendicsps in the flight. 


Their food 
suoply was destroycd by a leak in the ges tenk, and through which they lost 


about ¢gixty gellons which robbed them of the record. By an oversight thcir 
navigation instruments were not luminous and this effectcd their night flying. 
Their heater went out of commission in the first few hours of the flight when 


vibretion broke the vipe which was to bring the hcat from the exhaust into the 
cabin. , 


A prévious attemot ended after four hours! flying when the shaft in the 
fuel pump shearcd off. On January 16th the Martine mede a third attempt, in 
spite of predictions from Mitchel Field of sleet and rain. These predictions 
were verified 33 hours after the take-off, and the plane landed encased in ice. 

Duration flights are interesting end constructive, and it is the policy of 
Vitchel Ficld to cooperate to the fullest extent with eny venture which fur- 
thers aviation, but et the moment the field is vromised more than its share. 
The MARTINE is being prepered for a fourth attempt, and will vrobsbly get off 
Within the very near future. George A. Wies end Lewis Salomon arc grooming a 
Stinson-Detroiter monoplane. Shermen M. *Yairchild is conducting test flights 
with one of his monoplanes equisred with a Caminez motor. Only 350 gallons will 
be carried but thc consumption of the Caminez is expected to be in the ncighbor- 
hood of five gellons an hour. This rotor, of 135 H.P., operates without a 
cranksheft or riming geers. 

Cesare Sabelli, Italien wer ece, is planning a duration attemnt with his 
nearly completed Bellanca monoplane, equipped with Wasp engine, before starting 
on his New York-Rom: fliczht. Charles A. Levine, New York to Germany flier, is 
having the COLUMBIA rebuilt ai the Kirkham plant at Gerden City with a view 60 
a duration fiight. Miss Meble Boll, who is considering the nurchase of a Ford- 
Stout monopianc, has discussed a duration flight ase nossibility before her 
intended flight to Paris, scheduled for early in the Spring. 

Carl F. Schory, Secretary of the Contest Cormittee of the Netional Aero- 
nautic Association, is of the opinion that he will so.nd the greater part of 
1928 between Roosevelt Field starting trans-Atlantic flyers, and Mitchel Field 
clocking duration attemmts.. He will probably need an assistent, as there are 
at least a dozen "dark horse" attempts in preparation around New York. 

---000--- 


THE BOMBING OF THE PEE DDE RIVER BRIDGE 
By the Langley Field Correspondent 


The Swift Island Bridge over the Pee Dee River, near Albermarle, N.C., 
was demolished during the week oreceding Christmas by the bombing expedition 
sent from the Second Bombardment Group at Langley Field. Invaluable data on 
such operations was secured by the War Depertmen’ 9s a result of this test, 
and the Grovp proved to the meny scoffers that "it could be done" by doing it. 

Much has already besa written heretcefore about this ovroject, but in order 
that all may be familias with the mission and its accomplishment, it is deemed 
advisable to go sorewhay into the history of the bridge and the planning of the 
expedition, that the Air Ccrps may be fully informed concerning a nroject 
second in immortance only to tke battleship bombing in 1921, 

The Swift Island byidze over the Pee Dee River was completed about two 
and a half years ago by the State Highway Denertment of North Cerclina at a 
cost in excess of $250,000. It was of the most medern construction of rein- 
forced concrete, and was built to last. Its strength may be judged when it is 
known that the piers were sunk fourteen feet in the bedrock of the river, and 
its construction the same as that of modern forts, pillbozes, etc. 

Some time after its completion a frenchise was given by the State to the 
North Carolina Power Company to construct a dam about five miles south of the 
new bridge, which was to be a link in ite chain of power dems. This franchise 
meant that the bridge would be submerged, so the franchise incluced a provision 
that the Power Company replace this bridge at itstgwn expense, and that the old 
bridge be turned over to the Highway Depertment for tests before being submerged 
or destroyed. 

The State Highway Department turned over part of the bridge to the War De- 
partment for test purposes, with the understanding that the bridse be totelly 
destroyed upon completion of the tests. The War Denartment then decided to 
test the efficiency of bomberdment planes on such a target, which would at the 
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same time give valuable information to the Ordnance Department, and end up with 
the Engineer tests and the final blowing up of the whole bridge. 

The War Department tests were to begin after the opening of the new bridge 
and the completion of the State Highway tests. These were completed about the 
15th of December and as the Powor Comnany desired to start filling up their 
reservoir as sovn as possible, the War Department ordered the bombardment tests 
to begin on December 19th and continuc until completed. An interesting side- 
light and a tribute to the strength of the bridge was the fect that the Highway 
Department found in their tests that the bridge stood three times the maximum 
load figured by its engineers for the bridge without definite signs of damage. 
This amounted to a dead load of three hundred forty (340) tons. 

December 17th at 9:00 A.M. the first planes of the Second Bombardment 
Group left the airdrome at Langley Field for Pope Field, Ft.Bragg, N.C. from 
which they were to operate against the "enemy" bridge under war time conditions, 
except for the absence of enemy pursuit planes and anti-aircraft artillory. 

The sixteen planes, twenty-cight officers and sixty enlisted men were under 
commend of Captain Asa N. Duncan, A-C., and his staff consisted of lst Lieut. 
H.W. Beaton,A.C.,Adjutant; lst Lieut. K.N. iWalker,A.C.,Operations Officer; lst 
Lieut. E.M. Mcorris,A.C.,Armament Officer; lst Lieut. P. Melville,A.C.,Imgincer-— 
ing Officer. The cight bombing teams consisted of: Flight A -- Capt. C.G. 
Sellers, Air Res.; oomber end Warrant Officer L.D. Bradshaw, pilot; lst Lieut. 
W.K. Andrews, Air Res., bomber and lst Lieut. W.0. Bunge , Air-Res.,pilot; end 
Lieut. W.J. Davies,A.C., bomber and end Lieut. A.4¥. Johnson,A.C., pilot; end 
Lieut. G.F. Stowell, Air Res., bomber and 2nd Lieut. H.C. Lichtenberger, A.C., 
pilot; Flight B -- Capt. 1}.H. Francisco, Air Res., bomber and end Lieut. D.D. 
Fisher, A C.,pilot; lst Lieut. D.L. Behncke, Air-Res., domber and end Lieut. 
H.A. Wheaton,a.C., pilot; lst Lieut. A.R. McConnell, A.C., bomber and lst Lieut. 
J.B. Dickson, Air-Res., pilot; 2nd Lieut. WR. Wolfinbarzer,A.C., bomber and 2nd 
Lieut. A.J.K. Malone,A.C., pilot. Four O-2s for moving picture use were flown 
by lst Lieut. F.3. Tyndall,A.C., Qnd Lieut. G.R. Geer, A.C., 2nd Lieut. W.B. 
Blaufuss,A.C, and 2ud Lieut. H.2. Baxter, A.C. ani the <nd Photo Scction DH 

was flown by end Licut. J.K. Nissley, A.C. 

The expedition operated under the difficulties to be expected in the field, 
in that the equipment for cervice, reveir, etc., at hand were insufficient; no 
hangers were oveilable for the bombardment planes and the airdrome was not all 
that could be desir-d for handling henvily loede¢ nlanes. Finally every mission 
had to be flow a d-stance of over seventy miles to the oridge, over terrain in 
which there were very few possible landing fields for a bomber. 

The personnel was further handicapped by the size of the terget, which was 
only twenty feet wide, and by the fect that they were only permitted to shoot 
at the west span and west apnronch of the bridge, a total of four hundred forty 
feet in length; the balance being reserved for static Cemolition by the Ordnance 
Department, firing by the Field Artillery and tests by the Engineer Department. 
A further mcerel hezard was the new bridge eishteen hundred feet north of the 
old bridge, which must not de damaged in eny event, and vower transmission lines 
located only. isixteen hundred feet north of tke old bridge. 

Monday merning at 7:00 A.M. the first flight cook off for the bridge. The 
Weather was clear and cold, and it might be remarked here that the expediticn 
was favored throughout by ideal weather conditions so far as visibility and 
ceiling are concerned, although much hempered by cold which.was distressing in 
its severity and occasicnally by turbulent wind conditions. Throughout the oper- 
ations, planes operated in pairs, except when a three plane formation was sent 
out for salvo bombarding. Twenty missions were scheduled and flow daily, us- 
ing eight bombing teams and nlanes; each mission averaging two hours and fifteen 
minutes each. 

The first day sand loeded bombs were dropoed, for ordnance test, and one (1) 
direct hit was scored from eicht tneusend (8000) feet. Tuesday and Wednesday 
morning sand loaded bombs were again drooped from six thousand (6000) feet and 
one direct hit made. Wednesday ofternoon and Thurday, demolition bombs, three 
hundred (300) and six hundred (600) pounds were dropped and two (2) directs hits 
were mace. 

Demolition bombs dropned only five fect from the bridge did no damage at 
all, and direct hits with six hundred (600) pound demolition bombs did no more 
than blow off the railing and put a three foct hole in the floor of the bridge. 
Thus the contention of the Ordnance Department was proven; for they claimed 
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thet only direct hits would be effective. It wes fod that instantaneous 
fused bombs did wery little damage even with direct hits, so the fuses were 
shifted to one tenth second delay. Five fxrmations of three ships, in differ— 
ent Vec natterns were flown, each carrying thirty six hundred (3600) pounds 

of denoclition borbs, Lut it was found that this size formation was tco small 
to offset any error in juccment in the leading bor tber, to make it effective 

on so small a target. 

Friday the c3rc the teams cane through with five direct hits, three with 
six hundred eni two with eleven hundred (1100) pound denclition bords. These 
latter were effective, as the two bombs alone dem>lished three sections of the 
aporoach and Jamared the flocr of the spen. On Saturday, out of seven borts 
dropved two direct hits were mede on the nicr at the west end of the bridze, 
ruining it; tearin- and twisting the snan beyond renair. This completed the 
work of the »lanes, with results not exvected by anyone excent the personnel 
of the bombing expedition, and with demare which in war time would have meant 
the complete elimination of the bridgee for use. 

Two incidents worthy of special note occurred during the week, neither 
of which however dic any damage. In Grooving a salvo of four three hundred 
(300) pound demolition borbs, Lieut. Andrews, bomber with Lieut. Bunge, pilot, 
had one bomb han- on the reck without their noticing it. Flying back to Pope 
Field they landed with this bomb still on the reck and still armed. The other 
incident occurred when Lieut. Stowell, bomber, and Lieut. Lichtenberger, pilot, 
were dropping two six hundred (600) pound demolition boribs. A hundred pound 
sighting shot failed to drop off, and when the six hundred pound bomb above it 
was released, it fell on this ore hundred bomb below. The small bomb held the 
weicht of the big bomb, and the wind blowing in the bomb bay whirled the arming 
vanes off of the six hundred pound bomb, leaving it free to exnlode on the 
slightest imsect with the sides cf the bomb bay. As they were flying a Martin 
Bomber, it was necessary for Lieut. Stowell to cliddb over the fuselacze into the 
rear cockpit. get the forked stick carried for this »nuroose, and trip the 
release tri-~-cr of vhe shackle. This released the one rundred pound tomb, and 
as they were flying dow the river, the ‘tomo exploded about two miles south of 
the bridze. 

Saturday afternoon December 24th, the expedition returned to Langley Field, 
all planes arriving hore 2cfore sundowm. The entire trip was accomplished with- 
out a forcee “andin,;, and every plane was flown tack te Langley Field. Exact 
data is not avsilat.e at this time but it is expected that a record of perform- 
ance will be shown when the fisures are availabie. 

Every shot wes plotted by Field Artillery experts stationed at triangula- 
tion points, and daily charts of the vattern made were sent to Pope Field. Ex- 
amination of these patterns shows that very exccllent markmanship was the rule, 
and that if an outline of a battleship were superimposed on the patterns, at 
least twenty-five ner cent would heve been . ‘direct hits, and abut seventy- 
five per cert would have been within the effective impact area about the battle- 
shin. These figures are very significant, and it is valuable to know exactly 
what results may be exnected from various size toms with respect to the aver- 
age tarset a Bombardment Plane Formation will be operating against in time of 
War. 

As said before, much invaluable data has been secured by the far Denvart- 
ment, Dut from an Air Corps standpoint, and especially frem the viewpoint of 
Bombardment Aviation the following conclusions can clearly be drawn: In time 
of war, against such a target, eleven handred pound demolition bombs with one 
tenth second celay fuses should be used and formations of nine ships be sent 
to successfully accomplish the mission. 

---000--- 


NOVEMBER AT WRIGHT FIELD 


By 
A.M. Jacobs. 


Vw 


November, usually rainy, windy, cold, snowy, - anything but flyers! weath- 
er in the middle-west - held some beautiful flying days this year, days in which 
the air over Wright Field fairly hummed. Aviators eagerly took advantage or 
clear skies to run tests, which could be verformed not so well or perhvas not 
at all under less favorable weather conditions. 
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One such day. we hapnened out on the flying field. Both parechuite ynlanes 
were in the air making test dro»s from low altitudes. The'target slider sniral- 
ed down from three thousand feet, Mr. Hasemeyer erindin: out motion pictures of 
its maneuvers from the rear cochkpit of the DeHavilend to which it had been at- 
tached, and Captain Brower piloting the plane as it followed the elider's course 
down. 

At ehout eivht thousand feet, Lieut. Harry Sutton was perfornins: a series 
of spinning tests on the Curtiss Hawk, XP-3A with a Pratt-Whitney "Wesp" enrine, 
for the nurpose cf observing a nessible tendency towerd autogyretion. we count- 
ed eleven synins in one dro», fourteen in another. 

Harry Johnson t°% the new Fokker torber, XLB-2, aloft for a »rerformance 
test. The nlane left the earth none ter triskly under its heavy load, but soon 
the sreat wing was outlined clear, climbins against the blue. Powered with twin 
‘fase envines, this is at nresent the Army's only mono»mlane bomber. 

Lieut. Eubanks, flying the XP-2 equipyed with sumercharger, was intent on 
climbins it to 25,000 feet, but was forced to chanre his mind at 17,000 feet by 
engine trouble, end landed shortly after with a dead stick. 

Low over the speed course, Lieut. Hutchison was flying the O1-B with D-12 
enzine, the steady, unswerving speed to which he held it seeming that of an 
arrow. Various other observation and »vursuit planes were aloft, for it was a 
glorious dey to get in flying time. 

On the line was the Fok'zer C-2, "flying loboratory", its engines being 
tuned up for flight. The Keystone bomber, XB-1l with twin Packerd engines and 
gunners! cockoits to the renr of the engine necelles, also stood ready and 
waiting. 

In the hangers, we came unon the new Buhl primery treining nlane with Louis 
Meister and Ttienne Dormoy on hand as s»onsors, and Lieut. Doolittle and Mr. 
Dykeman conscientiously filling out insrection renorts. 

If on that particular late November afternoon, anyone hai informed us that 
there was on the face of the globe a snot mre alive or interesting, or full of 
color, we should have seriously doubted his judgment, if not his veracity. 

~--000--- 


THE GUNNERY AND BOMBING MANEUVERS AT OSCODA, MICH. 
By Sgt. X.L. Horn. 


Sometime ago the promise was made that the Aerial Gunnery and bombing prac- 
tice of the First Pursuit Group, at Camp Skeel, Oscoda, Michigan, would be cov- 
ered in detail for the Air Coros News Letter. Here it is, somewhat belated: 

Early on the morning of September 25, 1927, Lieut. John BE. Bodle, Air Corps, 
leading his flight of three White trucks; a Liberty truck equipped for field 
lighting, together with a Radio Truck and a 180-gallon gas trnk, departed from 
Selfridge for Camp Skeel. Under the command of Lieut. Bodle were some 28 en- 
listed men, and he was charged with the responsibility of preparing Camp Skeel 
for the arrival of the pilots and mechanics. His first job, however, was to get 
there, and this was no small affair in itself. 

The truck train was heavily loaded for, in addition to the 28 men, it cai - 
ried as much equipment as could safely be loaded, comprising foodstuffs and end- 
less supolies for the building that was to be done, also special equipment for 
the enlisted men such as shovels, picks, hammers and saws. 

'And the motor trensportation - well - it was built for use before and dur- 
ing the World War. Agcd and antiquated, severely punished by careless handling 
during the years, it offered little security that the trip would actually cul- 
minate in safe and intact arrival. Water pumps on the Whites, simply useless, 
aggravating little things continually gave trouble, and boiling water and hot 
steam burst more then one ‘decrepit and weary radiator. Bearings, worn thin 
through years, geve up the fight, and only the resourcefulness of "SWEDE", the 
ever ready and unfailing Truckmaster, saved the day. From some of his accom- 
plishments in the face of almost impossible odds, on lonely roads miles from 
anything closely resembling a garage, we became firmly convinced that, with a 
little effort and patience and "SWEDE", we could have made the trip with crank- 
shafts made of putty. 

Hawever, the detail arrived at Camp Skeel at 7:30 P.M. on the e6th. Al- 
though it was damp, for it rained throughout the day, and joyless too, perheps 
more than one heartfelt sigh was heaved that the “trip was done. 
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Impromptu beds were mode fer the nivht in the Inne werden strictare built 
in 1°24, when the »oresent site was first -ffercd to the Group, and the follor 
ing morning actual construction of tho Comm was started. 

In the days that lansed until Cetcber 17, when the first echelon of nilots 
and planes renvortei frr »ractice, ernstraction went merrily on its way. An ad- 
dition was built -nt>o the berracks, since thé »rivinal buildin;: was only large 
enouch for use as sleening quarters end. mess and kitchen for the officers. This 
adiition was a direct ccntinuence, the partition between the kitchen and the new 
vart beins torn out, making the mess hall for the enlisted men and the kitchen 


‘one room. Another small addition was built on the NW side of the officers! sleer- 


ine quarters for usc as a wash and bathroom. Three wash basins and two showers 
were installed anc a pressure tank put in the “round. A well was dug and con- 
nected with a smell electric motor, which forced the water from the well into 
the tank, thence throuch a small stove into a hot water tenk. For the first 
time since the Group has been maneuvering at Camp Skeel we had some of the com- 
forts of home and no longer were forced ‘to Capen on the hish school showers in 
Oscoda for weekly ablutions. 


Fourteen tent frares were built -- ten at rizht angles to the lower end of 
the barracks end four along the SE side of the berrecks and parallel, which lay- 
cut formed a verfect-lettor "L". Flcors were laid for all tents, with a concrete 


base in the center, ebout four by four feet and 6 inches hich, for the Sibley 
stove. The side of the fremes were about 5 feet,4 inches high with heavily 
braced two by fours extending upward from each corner to a peak at the. top, so 
that when the regulation nyramidal tent was placed cover the frame they fitted 
perfectly without the use of a center pole. In this manner all available space 
was used and five men were comfortably accomodated in each tent. ! 

As the camp prover zredualiy tock shape, other details were busy.- The 
target range and’ tarcete were checked over, new tarcets were built and the range 
thorouchly policed. A large gasoline tank was installed in the cround directly 
across the roed from the cemp end behind the rroposed "LINE", equipped with five 
gellon capocity pum and six sround pits where planes could be taxied and ser- 
viced. The radic overators erected their entenna and, after several days 
extremely bad weather, sine ting menared to «ct connection with Selfridge which, 
with the exception of one day for a few hours, was never interrupted. The 
Electrician soon had the field iizhting sets working end the tents and barracks 
and mess hali wired for electric lights. Obtler wiring was done as needed and, 
in addition, two la-ge flood lichts wore irnsvallci for nifht lighting. One was 
placed at each end of the "L". At night, apgnroaching the Camp frem the Oscoda 
side, with its brishtly lighted barracks and with the two flood lights illun- 
inatinz the two lines of tents until they stood out amon;; the occasional jack 
pines in bold relief, and with the incessant hum of the clectric lishting plant, 
Camp Skeel, for.all its primitive surroundings, seemed like a city in the making. 

Durin;- the nertod,October ist to 15th; a Dovslas Transport, type C-1, made 
occasional trips between Selfridee ani Cary, Skeel, transportins supplies and 
equipment as requested. On October 15th, and 16th several mechanics and aruor- 
ers were vermitted to depart for Camp Skeel in their private’ transportation, the 
walance of the enlisted men being transported there in tue Transports. On the 
17th the first echelon, led by Capt. Vincent. B. Dixon,-A.C., arrived for prac- 
tive, but were delayed until the morning of the 20th while their planes re- 
ceived a final check of armament equinment. As a further precaution, Artic oil 
was placed in all ships and they were carefully checked to insure that the prop- 
er mixture of alcchol and water was in the radiator. 

The first echelon remained at Camp Skeel until November 5th, and the sec- 
ond, led by Colonel Chaerles A. Lindbergh and Major Thomas G. Langnier, A.C., ar- 
rived for practice, November 9th. Capt. Frank H. Pritchard,A.C., who had re- 
ported with the first”°echelon, remained at Camp Skeel in command during the per- 
iod, Nevember 5th to 9th. 

During the neriod of the first echelon and »rior to the arrival of the sec- 
ond, many jack pines were requisitioned from nearby lands and used as framework 
in constructing a range house and coal bin. This renge house wes constructed 
on the 400 foot line directly between the two sets of tarrets, and was built 
large cnoush so that targets could be repaired, recovered and stored overnight 
out of the wind, rain and cold. 

Several hundred 40-pound demolition bombs, packed two in a box, were on 
hand at Camp Skeel, and as these were used for practice the boxes were salvaged 
by the carpenters and, with jack pines as runners, were used as material for 
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duck walks. These walks were laid dow eech row of tents and from the tents 
to the officers’ querters and the mcss hall. 

Funds were also requisitioned for the purchase and erection of an armament 
tent just acress the read from the line. From old lumber around the carp a 
heavy bench was built along one side of the tent where guns could be cleaned 
and repaired out of th- wind and sand. This tent also served another purpose. 
Around the little Sibley stove Sergeant Joe Rhoden and his henchmen placed all 
the loose ammunition boxes, and during lulls in flying they would sit on these 
boxes under the feet of the armorers and talk of things inconsequential. Joe 
called this gathering the "Club of the Constant Sitters". Joe is a good mechan- 
ic, but he should have written titles for a Will Rogers film. 

Colonel Lindbergh returned to Selfridge on the llth in order to make his 
flight to New York, and was able to fire but 200 rounds on the ground targets. 

It was during the period between the departure of the lst echelon and the 
arrival of the second that a contemplated purchase of fish almost lost. the 
Group a pil»xt. Sergeant Byrcen K. Newcomb, pilot of one cf the transports, with 
Sergeant "Doc" Shannon, asrmechanic, arrived at Cemp from Selfridge about noon 
one dey, and the Mess Sergeant suggested they accompany him and one cf his cocks 
in the old Ford mess truck, to Oscoda. It would give Newcomb a chance to see 
the city ond one of the fisheries for which the place is noted, if it is noted 
for enything. 

They all crowded into the Ford and took off. Just out of Oscoda, in trying 
for the sharp turn that vrecedes the bricge over the Au Sable River, Joe's Cock 
who hanpened to be driving, got his controls mixed and didn't give the old crate 

enough aileron. The old Ford stopped abruptly when it hit the staunch iron 
bridge, and Newcomd and the other passengers lingered just long enough to get 

a good start end then continued on their way, windshield and all, into the mud- 
dy and placid waters of the river. Altho heavily burdened with clothing, they 
all managed to regain shore and sent news of their catastrophe to camp, from 
where a White truck was dispatched to haul them in. 

Eventually they returned; the Mess Sergeant and his Cock went to bed, while 
Mewcomb and Shannon borrowed all the dry clothes they could find and took off 
for Selfridge. 

Someone discovered a good substitute for fish, so the camp was fed, but 
Sergeant Newcomb lost his helmet and goggles and now we sunpose that somewhere 
in the files of the Air Corps Station Supnly Officer there reposes a certificate 
reading, "Lost in Flight". 

The even tenor of Acrial Gunnery and Bombing continued and the pilots took 
advantage of two or three smooth days during the first of December to finish 
most of their record practice on the Ground and Tow targets. It was well they 
did, for gasoline was running low and the morning of December 7th brought high 
winds of elmost cyclonic velocity, which completely wrecked one airplane and 
destroyed several ground targets. However since little firing yet remained to 
be done, the balance wes completed and all pilots, with the exception of Lieut. 
Bodle, Comp Supply and Mess Officer, returned to Selfridge by December 10th. 

The following pilots participated in the aerial gunnery and bombing prac- 
ttee, eni the scores for those who finished record firing are shown after their 
respective nemes: ; 


Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh, Air-Res., Did not fire record. 

Major Thomas G. Lanphier, Air Corps ~ e " 

Capt. Vincent B. Dixon, A.C. 756 points. 

Capt. Frank H. Pritchard, A.C. 341 points. (Ground only) 

Capt. St.Clair Streett,A.C. 839 points. 

Capt. Marcial A redcondco, Chiléan A.S. 759 peints. 

lst Lt. Victor H. Strahm, A.C. 959 points 

It Lt. Louie C. Mallory, A.C. ' ' 628 points. 

lst Lt. Stanton T. Emith,A.Cc.* ' No record. 

(Lt. Smith atteched from Little Rock,Ark.) 

lst Lt. Addison G. Person, Air-Res. Did not fire record. 
(Pilot. Tow-Target plene.) a 

lst Lt. John F. Egan, Air-Res. Did not fire record. 


(Pilot Tow-Target Plane.) 


end Lt. Glenn 0. Bercus, Air Corps 980 points 


end Lt. Thurston H. Baxter, A.C. 747 points. 
end Lt. John BE. Bodle, A .C. 767 points. 
end Lt. William L. Cornelius,A.C. 782 voints. 
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2ni Lt. Demas T. Graw, A.C. 762 points. 


2ni Lt. William H. Doolittle,A.c. 827 points. _ . 

end Lt. Jemes A. Ellison, A.C. ot oe Did not fire record, 
end Lt. Kirtley J. Gregg,a.c. . - 688 points. 

end Lt. Joseph G. Hopkins,A.C. / ...-. ; 978 points. 

2nd Lt. Clrrence S. Irvine, A.C. 1119. points. — a 
end Lt. Frenk G. Irvin,A.C. Did not fire record. 
2nd: Lt. Burton M. Hovey, A.C. 5.  , eee, 

end: Lt. Russell Keillor,A.c. ; . 435 points. (Tow only) 
end Lt. Frank D, Klein,A.c. 956 points. | 
‘2nd Lt. Ernest H. Lowson,A.C. 664 points. 

end Lt. Morris R. Nelson,A.C. 821 points. ; 

end Lt. Hoyt L. Prindle,A.c. Dil not fire record. 
end Lt. Frank H. Robinson,a.c. . ° " 

end Lt. Keith Roscoe,A.C. . 818 points. 

end Lt. Robert L. Schoenlein,Air-Res. _ 998 points. 

end Lt. John J.: Williens,A.C. 906 points. _ 

end Lt. Irvin A. wordring,a.C. _ Did not fire record. 
end Lt. Clarence Ww. Hudson,Air-Res. 668 points. 

end Lt. Joseph C. Soper,Air-Res. . Did not fire recard. 


Enlisted personnel during the camp consisted of avproximately 55 men for 
each echelon. One crew chief was required for each pursuit and tow target plane 
and about 7 arrmorers were on duty in addition to the Line Chief and Chief Ar- 
morer. The first echelon on the day*s firing was required to leeve the ground 
at daybreak, and on extremely cold mornings considerable difficulty was exper- 
ienced in starting ‘the ships. However, all firing was performed by echelons 
of abcut 5 ships eech at about one and one-half hour intervals, and all crew 
chiefs were used to start the first five ships. In sie icra all echelons 
left the ground on schedule. 

A great deal of trouble wes also experienced “with tow targets, tow-target 


cable and the tow-target reel. Some tow-tergets were: made from materiel not suf- 


‘ficiently porous tc permit the air to sift throuch, with the result that they 
weaved and twisted. so badly as to make an almost- impossible target. ‘Recommen- 
dations have been made for an improvement of the tow-tarecot reel, towing cable, 
release. cable, inane assembly and sand bags. ee be 
In the period of almost two months thnt the Group ras at Carp Skeel it was 
found that, as a gcneral rule, the best tinc for ground target work was early 
in the morning. After 9:00 A.M., the air beceme so rough that very little ac- 
curate work could be done. Here,. too, the wind continually changed so that it 
was difficult to holi a ship on a target tae same for each run. Prevailing 
winds were from the South and West, and when a pilot. fired sn the nriginal set 
of targets, which extended East and West on the Scuth end of the field, he was 
very apt to find the win¢ from the Exst or Vest nud spray ammunition along the 
entire line of targets. This was corrected by Ev.ildins enother line of targets 
‘alone the West end cf the field running Nesih en South. With the two sets of 
targets practice specded up and cress wind firin.;:was eliminated. 
Below is listed the armani tion and bombs exncnded by .the Graup at Camp 
‘Skeel during this prectice: 
5,000 rounds “30 caliber expended — test. 
1,125 reunds .50 cal. expended for test. 
42,764 rounds .30-cel.exnended for ‘Instruction on Ground Targets. 
560 rounds .50 cal. expended for Instruction on Ground Targets. 
18,863 rounds .30 cal. exnended for Instruction on’ Tow Targets. 
4,800 rounds .30 cal. expended for Record on Ground Targets. 
2,200 rounds .30 cal. expended for Record qn Tow Targets. 
236 Bombs, 40 pound, Mark II, Incendiary, empty cases, drepped. 
44 Bombs, 17 pound, fregmentation, live, dropped. 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES 
73,627 rounds of .30 cal. -- 1,675 rounds of .50 cal. 
236 1-- 40 pound bombs, empty. 44 17 pound bombs, live. 
Upon completion of practice enlisted men, with the exception of those 
who were to be returned with the truck train, were allowed to depart for Selz- 
ridge in their private automobiles or were returned in the transports. As 
these men moved from tents those remaining were consolidated with occupants 
of other tents and the empty tents taken from the frames and stored away. All 
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tent frames were left stentin:, lcors tisehtly nailed and the vicinity around 
emptied tents policed. In this menner.-the carm was noliced as the men: left 
and no sreat amount of work rerained for those who were left to ‘actually close 
cam). 

At about four o'clock on the morning of the 15th all but eight men, one 
White truck with traile+, and the tow-ter,et DH, waich was awaiting some mbnor 
revairs, deparied for Selfridze Field, led by Lieut. Bodle. The eisht men and 
the transnortaxton were left at Cara Skeel until such time as a car cnuld be 
obtained by the local railway euthors ties for shipment of a wrecked P- - to 
Fairfield. 

It hapnened that the greatly desired cer arrived the same morning and all 
hands went to work with a bang and the wreck was Zoaded and billed out by after- 
noon. <A transvort arrived with the necessary parts for the DH and everyone was 
all set to teke off. There was some little policing to be done, howaver, but 
his was postponed until the following morning. 

Everyone wes up long before the stars were ready to call it a night and, 
after a hearty breakfast, the White truck and trailer were loaded and three of 
the men denerted for home.. Two more left in’a Ford coupe at one o'clock, leav- 
ing Corporal Lovvorn, mechanic on the DH, and two caretakers at a lonesome cmp 
with the jack pincs and snowshoe rabbits. Bad weather resulted in some delay 
in getting a »ilot to Camp Skeel to ferry back the DH and Lovvorn, but they re- 
turned eventually and Camp Skecl, except for the two ceretakers, was deserted. 

Gaunt and bare now, it no Ses rer is filled with hurrving firures clad in 
Olive Drab and one-riece coveralis and the wild noises of roaring planes, burst- 
ing bombs and the staccato like barks of machine suns. Not for awhile will 
Lake Ven Etten reflect av-cin the flashing silhouettes of tow-target planes and 
fast attackinz pursuit ships. 


Y 


---000--- 
HERO OF ROMA DISASTER RECEIVES CHENEY AWARD ff 


The Chicf of the Air Corps, recently announced that Master Sergeant Harry 
A. Chapman, 19th Airship Compeny, Langley Field, Va., was selected by the Chen- 
ey Award Board to receive the first Cheney Award. 

"the Cheney Award" was established in memory of First Lieutenant William 
H. Cheney, Air Corns, who was killed in an air collision at Fogyia, Italy, 
January 20, 1918. The donors of this award are Mrs. Mary L.C. Schofield, Peter- 
boro, New Haripshire, and Mrs. Ruth Cheney Strecter of Morristown, New Jersey, 
the mother and sister of Lieutenant Cheney. Mrs. Schofield and Mrs. Streeter 
have jointly set aside a trust fund of $10,000, the interest accruing there- 
from to be used to make up this award. It is to be bestowed annually by the 
Chief of Air Corps for an act of valor or of extreme fortitude or self-sacri- 
fice in a humanitarien interest which shall heve been nerformed in connection 
mith aircraft, but seid act need not necessarily be of a military nature. The 
following are elicible to reccive it: Officers and enlisted men of the Air Corps 
Regular Army; officers and enlisted men of the Air Corps Reserves; the widow 
or next of kin in event of a posthumous award. Announcement of this award will 
be made on January 20th of each year, that date being the anniversary of Lieu- 
tenant Cheney's death. 

A die of suitable cesien has been made end bronze plaques will be struck 
off each year that the award is made engraved with the name of the recipient 
as determined by the Cheney Award Board. In addition to this plaque the award 
consists of a certificate of award and a sum of money which consists of the 
income from the trust fund after the necessary expenses in connection with the 
award have been defrayed. 

First Lieut. Wiiliam 4. Cheney, at the age of 20, enlisted in the Signal 
“Officers Reserve Corps. on March 31, 1917, and graduated as an honor student 
from the School of Military Acroneutics at the University of Illinois on July. 
25, 1917. He was sent with the first group of American flyers to the Cemp at 
Forria, Itely and cn October 18, 1918 beceme the first American aviator to com- 
plete the Italian Military Flying Brevet. He was commissioned First Lieuten- 
ant, Signal Corps Reserve Corps on November 3, 1917, and with two other offi- 
cers was killed in an acrial céllision in a fog on January 20, 1918. A spec- 
ial order issued by his Commanding Officer stated,"these were men who, on 
every occasion and in every way, showed their bravery, desire and eagerness to 
serve their country in all things and all ways. The great sacrifice of these 
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breve youn; soldiers is not only an insviration to the entire commend and to 
the American Air Service at lar,e, but also Arerica's first offering in Italy 
to the sreat cause of the ellied nations." 

Master Serzeant Harry A. Chanman was one of the crew of the U.S. Army 
pee Roma when it crashed and was destroyed on February 21, 1922. Fire broke 

ut immediately after the airship crashed. Servéant Channan, with four coman- 

eae, was entranped in a cenvas-enclosed commartment; escepe through the usual 
exits was cut off by the flames. While the fire was raging Serceant Chanman, 
with his knife, made an opening in the canvas throughwhich it was possible for 
him to escape immediately with little or no injury to himself. Instead of do- 
ing so at once this gallant soldier helped his four companions to take adven- 
tage of this exit before he himself left the fiery ruins. As a result of this 
action he was so severely burned befcre he could make his escape that for sev- 
eral cays little hope was entertaineé for his recovery. Sergeant Chapman dis- 
played great bravery and presence of mind under the most trying conditions and 
Saved the lives of four other men while he himself was in the gravest peril. 

Sergeant Chapman was commended for his conduct in orders by John J. Persh- 
ing, General’ of the Armies, but his act not heving occurred in action was not 
- at that time within the provisions of law authorizing decorations. He was ac- 
cepted for enlistment in the Signal Corps at St.Joseph, Mo., October 18,1916. 
In January 1917 he was ordered to the Army Balloon School at Omaha, Nebr. for 
duty. He was promoted through the various fon-commissioned grades and in Aug- 
ust, 1918, went to duty overseas. In October, 1918, he returned to Langley 
Field for duty and later was transferred to the 8th Airship Company at El Paso, 
Texas. In November, 1920, he xeturned to Langley Field and was one of the De- 
tachment of Army Air Service men which was sent to Itely for the purpose of 
studying tk: operavion of the iirship Roma. He assistc’ in its dismantling for 
Shipment to vnis country and vu»on his return he axsigtc i in its re-erection at 
Langley a He Las served continuously in his pr:sent grade for nine 
years and kasBeeen stationed at Leng.ey Field since th. Roma disaster, except 
for 11 montns sper: at Walter Need General Hospital as the result of the in- 
Juries received in that. acciceit. He is a superivr scluier and an expert Air- 
ship Rigger. . 
mm -—OUN-- 


WAR DEPARTYENT ORDERS ATFECTING AIF CORPS OFFICERS 
Cnenzes in Station 

Capt. Charles M. Savage, Scott Fi eld, to PlLilippine Islands, sailing from 
New York atcut March o 1928. 

Following. ordered to duty in Philippines, sailing from San Francisco,Mar.29: 
lst Lt. James M. Bevans,} farch Field. Ist Lt.A.L. McCullough,March Field. 
lst Lt. Donald F. Fritch,Broxks Field. lst Lt. N.F.Twiring,March Field. 

Folloving arsenate to duty in Patlinn ines, sai line fxom New York,May 16th: 
lst Lt. Or-il A. Anderson,Scott Ficid eni Lt.clerence S.Irvine,Selfridge Fld. 
lst Lt. Liorel H. Dunlop,Fairfield AD. ist Lt. Bayard Johnson,Wright Field. 
lst Lt. Lester M. Roucn,Séett. Field. 

Behdowingattigers' to “duty in Philiprines,sailing from San Francisco,June?? 
lst Lt.Winfield S, Hamiin,Ft.Sam Houston.ist Lt.Augustine F. Shea,Kelly Field. 
lst Lt. Oakley G. Kelly, Sortinat Ores. lst Lt. Ralph F. Stearley,Kelly Field. 


Capt. Charles A.. Pursl :y, Fes.,San Antonio,Texas. 
Following officers - a. y at Air Corps Engineering School,Wright Field. 
lst Lt. Clements McMullen,Philippines. end Lt. George F.Schulgen, Philippines. 


lst Lt. Harold’ H. Carr, Hawaii. 
Major Carlyle H. wash, Merch Field, to Panama Canal Zone for duty. 

lst Lt. Devereux M. Meyers from Langley Field to Bolling Field. 

ist Lt. Joseph.W. Benson from Brooks Field to Scott Field. 

lst Lt. Robert W:C. Wimsatt from’Aberdeen Proving Ground,Md., to Langley Field. 

lst Lt. Michael E. McHugo to Langley Field from Panama Canal zone. 

lst Lt. Ernest..S. Mdon from Hawaii to Chanute Field, Ill. 

lst Lt. Wm.C. Farnum to 2nd Div.,Ft. Sam Housten,Texas, from Hawaii. 

end Lt. Alden R. Crawford to Selfridge Field from Philippines. 

Major Howard C. Davidson from Mitchel Field to Bolling Field. 

2nd Lt. Lee Gehlbach from Kelly Field to Selfridge Field. 

lst Lt. Donald G. Duke-from Bolling Field to duty with Orgenized Reserves, lst 
Aeorns Area, Boston, Mass., relieving from that duty Cept. Horace N. Heisen. 
ordered to Ft. Crockett, Texas. 

Major Harvey S. Burwell from Bolling Field to Crissy Field, Calif. 

Major John D. Reardan from duty as member of War Department General Staff to 
duty in bff igo Chief of Air Corps. 
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Major ohn N. Reynolds frem end Div.,Ft.Sam Houston, Texas to Mitchel Field. 
Major Ira Longanecker from Hdqrs.lst Corys Area,Boston, to Langley Field,Va. 
Officers Detailed 1 to Air Ccros 





lrt Lt. Francis WwW. Crary, Ficld . Art. éni Lt. Thomas Bb. Binford,Field Art. 
lst Lt. Sicvald F. Sloan, Infantry lst Lt. George J. Kelley, Coast Art. 
gnd Lt. Laif Neprud, Infantry enl Lt. Wn.B. Forse, Infantry. 

2nd Lt. Lester J. Tocy,Ficld Art. enl Lt. Kenneth W. Tready,Field Art. 


end Lt. Clint L. Taylor, Field Art. 
All of above officers to proceed to Bronks Field, Texas, for flying train- 
ing. 
Officers Relieved from Deteil in the Air Corps 
Capt. Fenton G. Epling to Fort Barrancas,Fla.,duty with 13th Coast Artillery. 
lst Lt.Frederick R.Chamberlain,Jr.,to 5lst Coast Art., Fort Eustis,Va 
end Lt. Dwight Harvey to llth Infantry, Fert Benjamin Harriscn, Ind. 
lst Lt. Francis 4. Kvin to Quartermastcr Corps,duty at Kolly Field, Texas. 
Major Lester M. Wheeler to Infantry 2nd Div.,Ft.Sam Houston, Texas. 
Resienation 
Captein Burdette Sheids Wright. 








Promotion 
end Lt. John Ww. warren to Ist Lt. with rank from December 4, 1927. 
Orvered to Active Duty. 
end Lt. Leo Katzman, Air Ccros Reserve, to Sclfridge Field until June 30,1928. 
---000--- 








CAPTAIN BURDETTE S. WRISHT LEAVES THE AIR CORPS 


Just the plain unvernished statement that the resignation of Captein Bur- 
dette S. Wright, Air Corps, was accepted by the President is all that appears 
of official record in conncction with the severance of relations of this most 
promising young officer with the military esteblisnment. No one who is‘inti- 
mately acquainted with him will entertain the least doubt that he will set just 
as fine a mark for himself in civil life as he did in the military service. 

The best wishes of the entire Air Corps for success in his new venture go with 
him. 

Captain Wrisht's military service during a period of over ten yeats leaves 
nothing to be gesired. It is punctuated all elong with commendatory remarks 
of his superior officers. 

Born at New Albeny, Ind., Septenber 12, 1893, he graduated from Purdue 
University as Electtical Engineer in 1915. Prior to joining the military ser- 
vice Curing the War he was employed as Electrical Engineer by a public utility 
company. He attended the second Officers! Training Camp at Fort Snelling,Minn., 
chose the Coast Artillery Corps as the brench to which he desired assignment 
and, after completing treining at Fort Monroe,V-., was commissioned a lst Lieut. 
and placed on active duty on Nov. 27, 1917. He was ordercd overseas immediately 
and upon arrivel in France attended several artillery schools, after which he 
completed a course in aerial observation and aeriel gunnery. He had applied 
for transfer to the Air Service on January 1, 1918, but it was not until July 
13th that his transfer was effected. On that dey he was assigned to the leth 
Aero Squadron, where he served as aerial observer until several days before the 
Signing of the Armistice. Prior to joining the American squadron he served for 
a little over a month with a French Escadrille, operating in the Champagne coun- 
try just west of the Argonne Forest. 

His service with the 12th Acro Squadron began just a few days before the 
allied offensive in the Chateau Thierry Sector, and because of his previous ex- 
perience with the French Squadron at the front he was sent immediately on im- 
portant missions. The greatly superior air force concentrated in that sector 
by the enemy meade work over the lines very dangerous, but in spite of this 
Captain Wright was on some kind of a mission almost every day. This Worx, es- 
pecially on Infentry contact patrols, was always carried on with the dcetermina- 
tion to be of service and devotion to duty that characterizes the best type of 
soldier. His work in the offensives of the St.Mikiel and Argonne sectors was 
just as important. 

He was cited for distinguished and meritorious service for his successful 
performance of a very imvortant and dsngerous mission in the Argonne Sector, 
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in the course of which he was attacked by four Kostile planés and his own plane 
wes riddled with snelle and mechine ein ballets. 


5 

On another occesion Le voluntcered to act as vrotection for a photogravhic 
plane which wes to teke Duotographs of 2 locelity ten kilometers inside of enemy 
territory. Before the mission wes completed Cectnin Wricht saw hostile planes 
climbing to atteck. Although the odds were greatly ac¢einst him, he unhesitating-- 
ly directed his pilot to atteck them in order to seve the nlene he was protect- 
ine In the combat which followed he shot down one of the hostile planes and 
as eble to hold the others in combet until he saw the shotorrephic plene hed 
cotew reached the pa ricen lines 

Cept. Wright wes eaewarded the ‘Wordre Ge la Couronne" with the rank of 
"Chevalier" by the Beleian Government. 

Yoon his return to the ™nited States he wes sscigmed to duty in Washington 
in the Office Chief of Air Corns, where, as Chief pe a Airwave Section he 
worked energetic: lly towsirds the estsolishment of adequate lendine facilitics 
throughout the country. ; 

Cantein Wri-ht served as advance ai for the Around-the ‘World Flight from 
the tine it reeched the United Statcs until it termineted at Seattle, Wash. 
Confronted with many problems *wiich enlled for the use of tact end sound judg- 


ment, the satisfoctory manner in which he rerformed hic @uty encbled the flight 
to mroceed to its destinetion with the lerst possible delay. 

Uoon his relief fre cuty in Weshington, Coptrin Wright wes trensferred to 
Kelly Field, Texos, where he served as Senior Flying Instructor end as Director 
of. the Flyin: Denertment. Hic services contribute. in.n> snall degree to the 


t 
successful treining methods conducted at the Advenced Flying School. 
From Kelly Fie! 4, Centein.Yricht wes crdered beck to Washinzton for duty 
in the Office Chief of Air Cores, end he wes essigned es Chief of the Information 

Division. f 
Cantain Wrirkt has'flown no lees than 31 different air 
I i 


c ¢ curing his 
career as @ flier, and kis flying time 


nm peer aver the 2.000, helen mark. 
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NOTES FRCM AIR CORPS FIELDS 





Mitchel Field, New York, January 17. 





A fire which destroyed warchouse No. 3 and for a time threatened the cen. 
tral heating plant and edjoining darracks occurred on Dec. O3rd. The origin of 
the fire is unknown, out the foes that the building hed recently settled made 


it possibie that it was caused by the disarrangement of the electric light wires 


For several yeers the building had been used as a Post Cynmasium, ar’. the 
principal loss, in addition to the building, was velueble athietic equisuent, 
It was uncccupied at the time, and the flemes converted the interior into a fur. 
nace befrre the fire was Giscovered. 

With startiing suddenness, the flemes burst through the roof and a cloud 
of black smoke settled over the post. By heroic measures the post fire denort. 
meni prevented the spread of the fiemes to the boiler house, the destruction of 
whicn would heve been a sericus loss. 

Fire cepertments from Garden City, westbury; Mineola, Carle Place and Hemp-. 
sterd resyonced pronptiy, and the fire was gotten under control, although little 
remained but the foundation of the building. It will not be necessary to re- 
place the warehouse as it was alrerdy surpius. 


Headquarters Philipoine Department, Monila,P.I.,Nov.30,1927. 








Department Air Office: Major W.B. Duty, Department Air Officer, was ap-. 
pointed by the Denn. tnent Comrender to act as one of the umpires during the Phil- 
ippine Division ranewvers scheduied during the month of January. 

Camp Nichols, Rizal, P.t.: Major w.G. Kilner, former Executive Officer, 
Office Chief of Air Corps, arrived in Manila on the Transport THOMAS on Nov.30, 
for a tour of service in the Philippine Department. Upon Major Kiiner's request 
he was assigned to command the 4th Composite Group and Cemp Nichols, the prin- 
cipal Air Corps station in the Department. 

6th Photo Section: This orgenization is busily engoged in a number of photo- 
grephic missions for the Philip»ine Division and the Department Engineer. The 
missions for the Division are being completed in connection with the movements 
of troops and camouflage tests. Those for the Department Engineer are being 
completed in connection with the Dep>rtment Military Macping program of the 
Philippine Islands, The area being photographed is approximately 500 square 
niles. 

4th Composite Group Headquarters: The usual activities marked the mohth of 
Noverber. The Holiday serson opened with the celebration of Thanksgiving Day. 
Ceptain William ¥. Wheeler, organization corrandcr and Mess Officer, and Set. 
Adoiph G. Wirth, Mess Sergeant, are cormended for their ebility and efforts in 
serving such a testy and delicious dinner. Everybody feels that the Thanksgiv- 
ing Dinner of 1927 is one to be long remembered. 

The "short timers" heve been busy prepering for their long voyage home. 

We are wishing them a pleesant trip and aresure we will miss then. 

In the annual Field Meet held during the pest month, there was keen compe- 
tition in alrost all of the events and the dey was a complete success. Combined 
units came out second best by a very nerrow margin, but will ‘show 'em next year. 
The Post baseball team, which is well 1epresented by this organization, broke 
the "Jinx" that had teen hovering overhead since the season started. We had two 
victories in succession and are out for more. Watch ‘em go. 

66th Service Syuacron: Thanksgiving Dinner was served under the shady _ 
spreading mango trees with a tropical breeze blowing, keeping the men "cool". 
How about thet, all you men, who are already weering overcoats this time o'year? 
This occasion also served as a celebration for our high standing in athletics, 
on the Post Ficld Mect Day, held on the 22nd, when our representatives won first 
place. A gricvous loss to our office force wes the departure of Sgt.-Major Wil¥ 
bur F. Disoway for duty in the Eng.Dept. of the Philippine Air Depot, to work 
on carburetors and ignition. 














Clark Field, Camp Stotsenburg, P.I, 





the 60th Ceast Artillery (AA) at Clerk Field in November, a total of 85 hours 
and 30 minutes was spent by this squadron towing targets and flying for search 
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Third Pursuit Squadron: During the annual record and practice firing of 
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light practices. Thirty-nine hours and 40 minutcs of this time was night flying. 
In genera al, the work with: the ..A. Artillery wes run off smoothly, but some dif- 
ficalty end delay were experienced due to loss of targets, breeking of cables, 
clouds interfering with visibility, malfunctioning of reels, etc. The entire 
squadron feels rclievcd over the completion of the A.A. work and is glad to get 
back to pursuit work again. 

Lieut. and Mrs. Horry Mills left on the December transport for the United 
States for station at Middletown,Pa. Lieut. Mills was at Clark Ficld since 
September, 1925. One of the old timers, he wes a very popular and valuable mem- 
ber of the Srd Pursuit Squedron. 

It is with deep regret that we announce the death on November 2lst, of 
Liuet. Matthew E. Finn. Lieut. Finn had taken off to participate in a bombing 
mission, lost control of his plane at about 350 feet altitude and flew into the 
ground. Because of his efficiency, pleasant personality, friendliness, and tact 
he was one of the most popular members of the squadron, and his loss leaves a 
big gap in our organization. 

Lieut. McMullen and femily were visitors at Baguio from the 23rd to the 29th 
and reported a most enjoyable time. 

Licut. Schulgen returned November 18th from a trip on the U.S.S. MacLeish 
to Siam and way stations. He reports a most interesting trip. 

Lieut. Heffley returned on November 22nd from a trip to China and Japan. 

A recent addition to the scuadron is Lieut. Carr, who was transferred here from 
Camp Nichols. 





Kindley Field, Ft. Mills, P.I. 


end Obs: cvation Squadron: Lieuts. Hodges, Mollison and Patrick returned 
to the fold from leaves of absence outside of the Department and are much en- 
thused over the mony delights the Orient has to offer to the tourist. Lieut. 





_ Hodges visited Japan and China, Lieut. Mollison geve China a once over and Lieut. 


Patrick took in Siom, but returned with his guns still cosmolined and not a cart- 
ridge exmended from which it cen safely be assumed that that tiger he went gun- 


-ning for is still hanpily roamine the jungles. However, he did lug back a wood- 


en Puddhea, cf clephantine proportions, which he claims to have shot down while 
in full flight. , ' 

Lieut. Meloy received another sock on the chin from Mrs. Tuff Luck on Novem- 
ber 16th, when, as he was teking off from the Camp Nichols airdrome in an Am- 
phibien, his engine uttered a consumptive grunt, turned over and died. A badly 
damaged lower right wing and right landing gear whecl resulted P.D.Q. As for 


the pilot and his passenger, Lieut. Holland, Lieut. Meloy's brief radio report 


on the accident will suffice - "No scratches". 

An "Aloho" mission, piloted by Cept. Adler and Lievt. Hodges, was flow) 
bright and carly the morring of November 1lfiih upon the conarture of Brigacier- 
General Frank M. Caldwell, U.S.A., for his new cx.mand in the United States, 

2 Europe. The remoinder of she officers of the Field, together with the en- 
tire commissioned persennel of the Rock, ascembled. at the Mine Deck at 6:45 A.M. 
and, to the tune of "California, Here I Come", rendered by the consolidated 
91st and 92nd Ceast Artillery Regimental bands, bade this popular commanding 
general farewell and bon voyasc. 

-Of the 100 odd flying hours of the vast month, three or four were spent 
on November llth in looking for the oroverbial needle in the haystack. In this 
case, the haystack was the Chine Sea end coastlines over a radius of fifty miles 
north, south and@.:.west of Kindley Fielc, and the needle was Lieut. D.J. Bailey, 
C.A.C., who had ventured forth from Fort Frank the day vrevious in a native 
banca bound for Corregidor, possessed of more faith, hope and optimism than 
skill in nevirating his tiny craft ageinst waves kicked up by edverse winds. 

He was revorted missing abrut 4:00 A.M., and ferty-five minutes later the first 
plane teck off on the vann hunt, to be followed later by others. Haonily 
enourh, the reason for the failure of the leng search for trace of the lost 
seafarcr was that he had: been nicked up durine the nirht by some fishermen and 
returned the following day to his starting pcint. 

Clang! Bang! Goes the breakfast bell, ushering in a day of days. 

2 Twas a combined celebration of Thankss iving Day, Organizetion Day and a 
farewell to thirteen popular short-timers. 

The morning was to heve been devoted to a long list of sports, starting 
with a five inning beseball game between a team from the upper squadrons, who 
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announced themselves as "The Topside Bulldogs", and one from the lower squad- 
rons, "The Bottomside Sheiks", but the battle for supremacy 'twixt the Bulldogs 
and the Sheiks waxed so hot that all thoughts of other sports were discarded 
and the first game was followed by a second, and the second by a third. The 
Bulldogs emerged from the fray victcrious and claiming the championship, with 
the best two out of three. And, to add insult to injury, for the next hour 
the Sheiks were forced to set 'em up - cold and frequent. 

Them came the feast -- not the ordinary holiday feed bag - but a real tri- 
umph of the culinary art as prepared and served by our midget Mess Sergeant, 
Sammy Robinovitz, under the able supervision of Lieut. Meloy, the Squadron Mess 
Officer. In addition to the officers and ladies of the Post, the following 
guests of the occasion quite ably demonstrated an uncanny ability to wrap their 
teeth around the many choice morsels and delicacies placed before them, with 
never a halt, from soup to nuts: Lieut.-Col. William Ley Patterson, A.G.D.; the 
first commanding officer of the 2nd Observation Squadron in 1915; Major W.B. 
Duty, Department Air Officer, and Mrs. Duty; Commander and Mrs. J.B. Cooke, 
U.S.N.; Lieut. and Mrs. B.E. Gates and Lieut. and Mrs. Hez McClellan, of Camp 
Nichols. Siw ker ee 

Capt. E.E, Adler, acting as Toastmaster, gave an interesting resume of the 
activities of the organization, its ideels-and accomplishments. Major Duty very 
appropriately spoke of his hopésj:as Department Air Officer, of accomplishing 
much to the materiai benefit of the organization and lauded the high state of ef- 
ficiency and morale cf the command. -Col. Patterson offered highly entertaining 
reminiscences of the trials and tribulations he experienced here at Corregidor 
in 1916 in getting the newly organized 2nd Aero Squadron to functioning, and 
noted a share contrast between the equipment with which he had to deal and that 
of the present day. Sergeant Feck presented the sentiment of the enlisted per- 
sonnel toward this igfland retreat in a few well-chosen reuarks. 

Followed a skort siesta and then, at 4:°O P.M., the Pearl of the Orient's 
most distinguishec celebrity, one Mr. San Miguel, presented himself on the scene, 


not in persona but in the form of barrels of Liberty brew. He was literally bub- . 


bling over with barrels, of fun, tc the greet enjcyment of all. Sergeant Frick 
and Corp. Hausen Pfeiffer, jointly acted as Master of Ceremonies during this event 
and proved themselves masters of the art by not spilling a drop. Along about 
5:30, "Ever-Seady Sammy" again stepped intc the breach end augmented Mr. San 
figuel's act by serving a tasty buffet surcer.' Thus the day ended with every- 
body tired tut hapry ana x seyttliged wetinel]: paridise mist be like. 

The souvenir of the day was a pemphlet ite in Air Corps colors and contain- 
ing a photograph ef Captain Fie ld z . Kindlcy,A.C., whose name is perpetuated by 
Eeamney Fieid; a brief account of Captain Kindley! s decds both in war and peace; 

a history of the 2nd Observation Squadron; the:program of events; the day's din- 
ner minu; interesting snapshots of the Field; a photo of the organization and an 
organization roster. : 

First Sergeant Andy Davis, wife and tz little Devisos; Staff Sgt. Red Hoff- 
man, wife ard one little Hoffman; Staff Set. G.W. Carr, wife, and one little Carr 
Steff Set. L.H. McGnee, wife and two little. McGhees; Staff Sgt. B.R. Ferrell; 
Corporal "Leaping Lena" Enright, Corporal rat. Marinack and Privates Burmester, 
Engle, Little, Palmer, ard -the Smith Brothers, make up Kindley Field's contri- 
bution to the passenger list of the "Thomas" sailing December 6th. In addition 
to being the largest contingent to leave this. ficld for the past year, it in- 
cludes some of the most efficient anc popular enlisted men of the command, and 
it is hoped that replacements will prove of an equal caliber. They carry with 
them the warmest regards and very best wishes, of the entire command. 


18th Pursuit Group, Wheeler Ficld, T.H., Jan. 6. 





The Fokker Transport, which Lieuts. Maitland and Hegenberger left here lasé 
June, has been remodeled by the Repair Section of the Hawaiian Air Depot and re- 
assigned to the 1th Pursuit Group. It is-now equipped with wicker chairs in- 
stead of spare gas tanks and will be used by both Groups 

The Group suffered a severe loss in the death of lst Lieut. Robert S. Worth- 
ington, who died as a result of an airplane accident on Dec. 8th. 

Lieut. Lewis A. Dayton departed on a two months! leave on the December 22nd 
Transport. He intends to sojourn in California, and when last seen was babbling 
of Tia Juana, Caesars and Cerveza. We all hope hé watches the old waist line. 
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The Whecler Field Golf Team, which consisted of Captain Lowell H. Smith 
T Liste. Wort.in“toa, Joyten, Stace an’ McAllister, won the championship 

- the Schofield Golf Club lest month against tcams from all the regiments 
‘stationed at Schofield and one civilian team. The Group was presented with a 
beautiful silver ploque emblematic of the championship and silver cups for 
individual team members 

Licut. Stece, our rilitier star ani Oneretions Officer of the 6th Squadron 
in his spare moments, tells a good cne. "It seoms that one of the officers of 
thts Group who is of Scetch ancestry and inclinations, drives out to the field 
every day and continually uses the wrong siie of the read. When asked why he 
did this, he replied that he was seving his own side." Aloha. 


Crissy Field, Presidio of Sen Francisco, Calif., Jan. 6. 





Second Lieut. Orie W. Coyle, Reserve, made a cross-country flight to Modes- 
to, Calif., r oo ord, for the purpose of a conference with the local chapter of 
the National Aercnautic Association of that place. 

Licut. Willis R. Taylor, with Pvt. lst Cl. C.F. Flick, as photographer, 
flew to San Luis Obispo, Celif., Dec. 5th, for the purpose of making aerial 
mosaics of the nroposed National Guard Reservation. 

Major G.C, Brant, lst Licut. Willis R. Teylor, Master Sgt. Thomas J. Fowler, 
and Col. Fred Hussey, Orgmized Reserves, made a cross-country flight to Yreka, 
Calif., Dec. 8th, t> inspect landing fields in the Sacramento Walley. 

First Licut. Willis R. Teylor, 2nd Lieuts. G.A. Jones (Reserve) and 0.W 
Coyle, as pilots, with eni Lieuts. W.J. Paul, Wentworth Goss and lst Lieut. 

Dean Ferran (Reserve) as observers, made cross-country flights to Los Angeles, 
Calif., for training purposes. 


Fort Crockett, Galveston, Texas, January 4. 





The vroject of the new Attack Group bombing range was completed and it was 
put into use during the weck preceding Christmas. It is, located on Fort San 
Jacint») Military Reservation, east of Galveston, between the Gulf of Mexico 
and the Seawall, an ideal locetion insofar as the terrein and surroundings al- 
low. During the past season the Attack Group practiced bombing by using dummy 
hombs loaded with sand dronped on a target on one corner of the airdrome, bombs 
beine recovered for further use. All bombs in dummy practice were numbered, 
consequently an accurate score was kept for each pilot's practice. As a result, 
when live bombins was started on the new renge, it was found that excellent re- 
sults had been developed from the durmy borbing prectice, and it is considered 
that the use of durmy bombing is well worth while during the early part of the 
season. 

Ground training for the veriod Dec.15-24, 1927, consisted of garrison class~- 
es and Infantry drill for all enlisted personnel. For commissioned personnel, 
fround trainins consistcd of lectures on air tactics by Lieut. G.A. McHenry, and 
lectures on Military Correspondence by Lieut. H.W. Anderson. Aerial training 
consisted of aerial sunnery, formation flying, dummy and live bombing. The peri- 
od Dec. 24 - Jan. 2, was declared a holiday, during which time no operations 
were scheduled, although numerous cross-country flights were made. 

The following cross-country flights were mode by 2ersonnel of the field: 
end Lieut. G.C. McGinley, »vilot, with Lieut. H.M. Turner, Sets. Small, Fiertag, 
and Pvt. Armstrong as passengers, flew in the Trensnort to Pearsall, Texas, 

Dec. 12th, returninz on the 18th; 2nd Lieut. L.W. Desrosiers with Pvt. E.0. 
Johnson to Kelly Field, Dec. 17th, returning next day; end Lieut. H.M. Newstrom 
With Lieut. Pennineton to Kelly Field, Dec. 17th, returning next day; end Lieut. 
R.D. Johnson with Licut. Cabana to Brooks Field, Dec.18th, returning same day; 
end Lieut. I.M. Palmer with Pvt. Gay to Dallas, Texes, Dec. 24th, returning the 
26th; 2nd Lieut. G.H. Achescn with Lieuts. Cabana, Desrosiers, Hitchings and 
Johnson, Pvts. Evans and Dietz, as passengers, in the Transport, to Kelly Field, 
Dec. 24th, returning the eéth. 

Second Lieut. Recinald Heber, in the Thomas-Morse 06 of the 8th Squadron, 
flew to Lake Charles, La., Dec. 3lst, and was to haye returned the next day 
with Set. Bihami as passenger. He was delayed until Jan. end, when the 
plane crashed in taking off. Neither of the occupants was injured, but the 
plane was wrecked. 

The holiday season at Fort Crockett was enjoyed in the usual enthusiastic 
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manner by members of the Third Attack Group. Several officers and men took ad. | 
vantage of the holiday season on leave of absence and furlough. 

The Post Christmas Tree prorrams, under the supervision of Chaplain George | 
R, Lonsbrake, assisted by ladies of the Post, were magnificent in their concema 
tion and without prededent in the history of this organization. 

Several post and private entertainments were given by commissioned and 
enlisted versonnel. j 

The Fort Crockett Basket, for the Christmas donation to the poor of Galvesq| 
ton, conducted under the supervision of Mrs. Irene Flowers, of the Commanding 
Officer's office, was generausly contributed to by various members and organ- 
izations of the command. 

On Dec. 27th the officers and ladies of the nost entertained at their 
first annual Holiday Ball in the ballroom of the Air Corps Club of the 3rd At- 
tack Group. The bailroom was dedorated with a holiday motif of rose lights, 
combined with evergreens from the State of Washington and Spanish moss from 
Dickinson, Texas. The occasion presented an spnortunity for two innovations, 
the use of 4:screened-in veranda, lately added to the club as a winter lounge, 
and the presentation of a heraldic shield to the Group for use over the mantel. | 
The shicld is about 4 ft. high, formed of walnut, bearing the full coat of armg- 
ef the Third Attack Group in oils, and carrying a brazed pyramidal border, con-4 
ceived and oexectited by officer personnel of the Group. About 200 persons at-. 4 
tended the ball. : 

Both pilots and line personnel are eagerly looking forward to the delivery] 
of the new Curtiss A-3 Attack plane which, from all reports, will be one step © 
nearer the oilot's dream and the mechanic's heaven than anything yet assigned 
to the Group as an operating vehicle. 
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